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L ook Long on Thanksgiving

T Theprice (vw.13-15)
T Therecord (v.16)
T Thejewels (vw.17,18)

In the name of Christ, the Lord our righteousndssy fellow redeemed:

Certain things we human beans cannot explain. ifstance, why did we suffer so long with
Ketchup not coming out of the bottle? All it towlas a larger cap, and an upside down label. Now we
stand our Ketchup upside down. One more problenedo But still there are questions like those of
scientist Steven Wright: “The early bird may det worm, but the second mouse gets the cheese.” Or
what about the man who lamented, “I almost hadyalps girl friend.....but she left me before we et
“Okay, so what's the speed of dark?” “How do yall tvhen you're out of invisible ink?” “What
happens if you get scared half to death twice?"ellerything seems to be going well, you obviously
overlooked something.” “When everything is comyagir way, you're in the wrong lane.”

In the 1990’s many Americans thought everything waming our way. Then came 911. But we
survived, life went back to normal. The “Dot-Coihimade multi-millionaires on the Internet — at feas
until someone noticed cyber paper’s not worth muBlat the market bounced back on home mortgages
based on housing prices that would never stop gamngRight? Now the “experts” say, “No one caq fi
this.” “When everything is coming your way, youlrethe wrong lane.” This is a perfect time tolpul
over, andlTakeaLong Look at Thanksgiving. Look through the eyes of the Holy Spirit first.at

T Theprice (vw.13-15)

God’s people were back from Babylon hoping to gniee Promised Land. Theokb God made
many promises so anticipation ran high. But asaligeople ignored the hardship His prophets ptedic
and wanted prosperity right away. In some wayg teenind me of the first Pilgrims who tried to sgt
a socialist utopia by owning everything in commdrew felt the need to work if others did it for yolt
wasn't just that some American Indians taught therhunt and fish. Hungry people have incentive to
work. Trouble turned into praises for endless bpuisod’s Word works when we pay attention.

Malachi must have lived about the time of GoverNehemiah because the problems and sins of
the people are similar. With the city of Jerusalawstly rubble it was impossible to even ride akiyn
around the city walls. Everything was fallen dowand the Lord’s temple was burnt ash. And thad\s h
the people were living. They married without ammyncern for their faith. They mixed heathen religio
with the worship of the true God. They dishonotbd Sabbath by doing other things instead of
assembling to worship and find rest for their sdwdaring God’s Word.

Then they blamed God, sayir(, is futile to serve God. What did we gain by eging out his
requirements and going about like mourners beforeetLorRD Almighty? But now we call the arrogant
blessed. Certainly the evildoers prosper, and etlese who challenge God escape.”

See any similarities with our society today? Woitiinhot be easy for Christians this Thanksgiving
to look around and conclude something like thi$Re price is too high. We've worked so hard and
sacrificed so much, but what do we have to showt®r But don’t pull out into traffic just yet.L ook
Long on Thanksgiving and consider...

T Therecord (v.16)

“Then those who feared thedrD talked with each other....” It's simply not possible for
Christians to stay thankful and faithful withoutléevship. Even two families worshiping in their ines
will eventually go hard core with whatever TV preac they hear most. Without encouragement of



fellow Christians, your faith, once burning likeed hot coal, soon grows dim and finally dies oWe
need to“not give up meeting together, as some are in thabh of doing, but..encourage one
another—and all the more as you see the Day apptoag.” (Hebrews 10:25 NIV)

The discouraged believers in Jerusalem had ttogether and discuss how things were going and
help each other remember God’s promises. As thagped in good fellowship together, it sa{ihe
LorbD listened and heard,i.e., He paid close attention to their prayers petitions and intercessions for
each other. Then He did something really awesome.

“A scroll of remembrance was written in [thedrD'S] presence concerning those who feared
the LORD and honored his name.” The Bible talks about many different books thatdGias. One
commentator suggests thecroll” in Malachi is like the records Persian King Xerkept in the days of
Esther. When he couldn’t sleep one night, Xerass lis record read and discovered someone needed a
reward. Mordecai had save his life by exposingssassination attempt. That book saved the lifes o
Mordecai, Esther and all the Jews in the empiread @lso has books which record all the sins which
people do. But if you believe in Jesus, your rdduas one entry: “Forgiven.” Under the New Covena
the Lord says,Their sins and iniquities | will remember no mor&. (Hebrews 10:17 KJV) But here
Malachi is speaking dfa scroll of remembrance”which seems to be more than a record of deedsl Go
also talks about the Book of Life where He wrote ttames of all people forgiven when Jesus died and
rose again. But those who refuse to believe inslésive their names blotted out. Only those vall b
saved of whom the Lord promiséswill never blot his name from the book of life.(Revelation 3:5 NIV)
The lesson here is clear as we takeoag Look on Thanksgiving. We may forget God many times
daily, but He will never forget us. He keeps eglus back to Himself as...

T Thejewels (vw.17,18)

Once | heard about a young man who was landscagihgre in the tall grass he found a beautiful
diamond which was later appraised for $1000’s.y Bie girl who lost it. But how wonderful for his
fiancé. Men would rather look at a high powerdie or a shiny concept car. But | don’t need tplai
to the rest how a woman loves to look at a beduggm stone. Human love may not last, but “diansond
are forever.” And God’s love for us will never diecauséthey will be mine,” says the brbD Almighty,

“in the day when | make up my treasured possessiohike precious a precious jewel in the hands of a
young lover. so the Lord looks at us who reverertdisie.

We areThejewes of God. “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, $@atin him we
might become the righteousness of Go@"Corinthians 5:21 NIV) There is a difference between holiness
andrighteousness Holiness is a quality in God we cannot see,bieyond absolute perfection. But
God’s holiness is seen in thighteousnesdHe lives out in His faithful people. He saybwill spare
them, just as in compassion a man spares his somovgerves him. And you will again see the
distinction between the righteous and the wickediween those who serve God and those who do not.
When you help someone in need, you are the rigbteands of God. When you go to the lonely and
depressed to comfort them, you are the rightecetsafed mouth of the Merciful One.

Distinctions come hard for the unregenerate. Aevé&h Wright observes, for many “a clear
conscience is usually the sign of a bad memoryrid Aheir “conscience is what hurts when [aléir]
other parts feel so good.” But we see things cfily when wel ook Long on Thanksgiving. The
Lord’s mercy keeps us serving Him who served st fir faithful perseverance. Since Christ diedris€th
has risen and Christ will come agaitherefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let notig move you.
Always give yourselves fully to the work of the ldpibecause you know that your labor in the Lord is
not in vain.” (1 Corinthians 15:58 NIV)“God is not unjust; he will not forget your work ah the love you
have shown him as you have helped his people anttinae to help them.”(Hebrews 6:10 NIV) The Lord
will make the distinctions clear soon. As lsvels on therecord for His price thank the Lord. Amen.
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