S#1210
Psalm 46:10,11 CW415, 201
November 6, 2008 — Funeral: Gustav W. Warnest oPadsark A. Cordes

“Be Still”

In the name of Jesus, our Savior of comfort, pcavet peace, dear loved ones of Gus Warnest:

What is it about a man like Gustav Walter Warrieat makes everyone glad to call him “Gus™?
What makes everyone in his neighborhood or congieggglad when he stops by to talk? Why do the
nurses think he’s such a nice man whether he’p#tient, or whether he’s coming on his daily visds
see his sweetheart of nearly seven decades? Wilgdwaoe of his doctors say, “He made me a better
doctor"? Why would his minister gladly admit, “I'ebetter pastor from serving him”?

At the age of nine-two, Gus drove himself to edligle Class again on Sunday, October 26. |
will miss having him sit up close where he can head find his way in theConcordia Lutheran
Confessions. Such a man could easily say as was found inldss daily devotion, “I don’t know
everything. But | know what | need to know.” Sughman made everyone better for knowing not so
much him, but the God who loved him and all of as.t The very Word of God that made Gus Warnest
what he is, is the Word that comforts us today ftbmlast Psalm | read to him on the Friday ofHaart
attack, Psalm 46. He had that twinkle in his @ykdar these familiar words agaiRead Psalm 46.]

Afterwards Gus’ comment was this, “My doctor sdylsave a very strong heart. He will be
surprised I'm in for heart problems. But, Pastdigure either way | win. Yes, brother Gus. Ywain.
For you have learned the meaning of this word f(aoal.

“Be still, and know that | am God.”“Be still” is both a warning to the enemies of God as well as
comfort to all who trust in Him. “Drop your weapoand stop your stubborn rebellion, all you who twwan
to deny that the @rRD Jehovah, or Yahweh, the God of the Bible crealietthiags by His powerful Word.

It is so clearly and accurately reported in theyaeye-witness account of Genesis 1,2. Gus couwd se
God’s creation all over the Holy Scriptures of Biele. And if a pastor dared to question or softest
message from the very first verse of the Bible, Gas not afraid to set him straight. To Gus Watnes
“Be still,” did not mean “be quiet” when it was time to spepKar the LORD. It was just that Gus could
correct in a way that made you glad he cared.

Yes, he cared about the Creator God who also geaiin the beginning to send His one and only
begotten Son as the Seed of the woman who woukhdhe serpent’s head. Gus was convinced that
God kept that awesome promise when Jesus Chridtatighe cross and rose again from the dead. This
is the reason everyone who trusts in the God wkated and redeemed Gus Warnest can“Blsdtill.”

For our Lord Jesus Christ does not want anyonesttoét in the darkness on the outside of God’s.love
He says to all of us again todd¢,ome to me, all you who are weary and burdenedddrwill give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, fam gentle and humble in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy amy burden is light.”(Matthew 11:28ff NIV)

“Be still, and know that | am God; | will be exalttamong the nations, | will be exalted in the
earth.” God’s powerful help and protection were alwaysGars’ mind. He especially liked to tell how
God took care of him so many years ago. You krieewvas born in the middle of “The War to End all
Wars.” A few years later he served in the SecoratltMVar. Stationed in North Africa, as his buddie
were being shipped off for the Normandy InvasiorEafope, Gus was assigned to be a clerk. God kept
out of harm’s way even in the bombing of the ba$ene he was stationed. God protected him from
danger and destroyed the fascists bent on endingti@hity in the world. God brought Gus home te h
God-fearing wife Charlotte, so that they could ea#s family and be together for another half century
exalting God and praising Him with their lips amek.



One of those long days in the hospital this pastreer Charlotte whispered to me, “You know
why I'm here, don’t you?” “Yes, you fell again."That’s right,” she said seeming so happy to tel m
this. “I thought if | fell once for Gus that woulge enough.” Knowing such a couple faithful in our
faithful God makes all of us better husbands angsui

Why was it that Gus never had a bad word to saytasnyone? Why can his children look back
on firm but loving discipline and his dear Charotin a life of faithful love and kindness? Why Icbu
people who felt on the outside always know that ®asld accept them as they are and welcome them as
a friend close to his heart?

The answer is profoundly simple — simple enoughafehild to understand, profound enough to
defy the scholars and intellectuals of any age.s &uwew by experience the powerful love of God in
Christ Jesus. Not a day went by that Gus wasepsnting to God for his sins in thought, word ardd
because like all the rest of us sons and daugbfefglam, Gus too inherited a sinful nature from his
parents that made it impossible to do anything gammligh to please the holy and perfect God.

But God-fearing parents took God at His Word amalight their little son to the Word-powered
water of Baptism. There God, according to His peanwashed away all Gus’ sins and adopted him into
God's family of faith. The rest of Gus’ eterndielion earth and as it continues forever in theygtdr
heaven is a celebration of God’s grace in the piulverork of God the Holy Spirit with His chosen iso
of Word and sacrament. What you and | were resaing in Gus is the face of Jesus Christ who dame
live there in full and free forgiveness. Truly Wave a beautiful Savior.

“Be still, and know that | am God; | will be exalttamong the nations, | will be exalted in the
earth. The LorD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fodss.”

You recognize the “Battle Hymn of the Reformatioi Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” in which
Martin Luther praised God for His protection. Tiae® most powerful men in the world, the Pope arel th
Emperor, wanted Luther dead. But God kept theny eisewhere, while He established the Good News
once again in Germany. Luther's hymn passes arstthe encouragement to keep fighting tloRi's
battles until all the nations have to admit therene Triune God in the judgment of the Last Day.

God Almighty chose to end the war between us lielisl sinners by suffering for our sins on the
cross and rising again to declare us all, “Nottgliifor Jesus’ sake.“God was reconciling the world to
himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins againshem.” God wrote out a check to each of us and
signed it with the blood of Christ. He offers tliise payment for heaven to one and all in the @losp
God does not want anyone left outside, but thagfauld come close to Him in repentant faith talees
His warm and wonderful forgiveness:And he has committed to us the message of recbaton. We
are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though Goerevmaking his appeal through us. We implore
you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. Godade him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in
him we might become the righteousness of G@dCorinthians 5:19-21 NIV)

All the striving and struggling of this life ar@wle for our brother, husband, father and friends Gu
Warnest. At last he can trulge Still” in the fullness of God'’s glory in heaven. No make waves
up there because God’s throne is surroundethlsea of glass, clear as crystal(Revelation 4:6) Not a
ripple of discord, disease or distress can stirstillmess of absolute peace and boundless hagpingke
arms of God close to His loving heart.

“Be still, and know that | am God; | will be exalttamong the nations, | will be exalted in the
earth. The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fodss.”

May God bring us all to that unending joy with ue®ur Savior — in the Name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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