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nWe All Are One in Missioy, »

[ Declaring God’s praise with courage(vv.1-9)
L Receiving God’s Word with caution (vv.10-12)
In the name of Christ-crucified and risen, dedofelmissionaries of our Lord:

How easily do you give up? On Call Day at Wisdorisuitheran Seminary, Mequon, Wisconsin,
in May of 1986, our Mission Counselor Bob Hartmahked, “How patient are you?” “l don’t give up
easily,” | replied, “especially not when the Lorells me to do something.” He asked because my
assignment was to not hold worship services forear,ybut ring door bells instead to gather a
congregation. Looking back twenty-two years, Ifess there were many times | felt like giving uou
know why? Because | suffer from the same cow-slgeg syndrome you do. A.K.A., “The grass is
always greener on the other side of the fence 8pkethink it must be great to be a pastor and gk
an hour or two a week. One pastor asked, “Youtbalwork?” 24/7 duties between the high poirits o
worship and Bible Class make that other grass gpekner. But | was blessed by a year in the wakad
world where a simple lesson came through cleaByilding cabinets is more fun as a hobby. Beinig ab
to study God’s Word and share with God’s peoplgaas livelihood really is a privilege because asiny
writer Howard M. Edwards Il just reminded u8//e All Are One in Mission.” (CW566)— busy...

L Declaring God’s praise with courage(vv.1-9)

In a world where religious differences often erupbloodshed, it's amazing what easy witnessing
opportunities we have in “the land of the free &nel home of the brave.” While grandson Dane was
doing so well in the hospital last week, | walkeasppa security desk where a guard was talking to a
housekeeper in a burka. “Is that Arabic | heat®0, Somali,” they replied. “But we know Arabicoim
reading theQuran.” “I've read theQuran,” | told them, which opened up a whole lot of qimss,
especially from the man who has an interestingosity about Christianity. Later a fellow Christian
asked me, “Did you tell them the Bible is the H&gok and theQuran is not?” “No, because they
already knew | believe that and they think the pied” My opportunity forDeclaring God’s praise
came when the man wondered why a loving father dveahd his son to die. It gave me great pleasure t
explain how God’s Son, Jesus Christ, volunteeratbtavhat no one else could. He lived the pertealy
life under God’s law, then died the innocent deattich God said paid for all our sins. | lookedtlz
guard and his fellow Muslim and told them as simgahg clearly as | could, “God loved you so mucti tha
He allowed His only Son Jesus to come and diedar’y

But is that reallyDeclaring God’s praisewith courage? It was late evening with hardly anyone
else around. We were having a friendly conversatiihout a single firearm in sight. That oppoityn
can hardly rank up there with theuragewe see on Paul's Second Missionary Journey.

Remember what happened in Acts 16, right beforeed? You've heard of Lydia the seller of
purple in Philippi whose who family was baptizedou might even recall the jailer of Philippi whokasl
the classic question*What must | do to be saved?”He heard from Paul and Silas the great answer
about nothing to do.“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be savedyeu and your household.”
Sure enough, the whole family was instructed, lzaptiand filled with joy in Jesus. But Paul andas$il
still had welts on their backs because the Roméhess whipped them bloody and chained them without
trial. Nervous magistrates had to come personaitd release Paul and Silas from their illegal
imprisonment. First they went to Lydia’s housertithey left town when they were good and ready.

Enoughcourage? Not yet. For three Sabbaths in the next towitladssalonica Paul built on
their Jewish religious training in the Old Testamesetting Jesus’ life and ministry side-by-sidehwi



ancient prophecies. What a match! Many were cwed thathe Christ had to suffer and rise from the
dead. They believed Paul’s courageous declarati@rhis Jesus | am proclaiming to you is the Christ.”

Why would that upset anyone? Jealousy needsaswme Irrational envy among Paul’s fellow
Jews gathered a mob, assaulted the home of a &ehamed Jason and dragged him into court shouting,
“These men have turned the world upside down andwmthey come herel'(Acts 17:6 KJV updated) TO
escape the turmoil Jason and the others were faocpdst bond before they could go home. Thattnigh
the Christian brothersent Paul and Silas away to Berea.”

Brutal beating in Philippi did not stop them frobeclaring God’s praise with couragein
Thessalonica. Would the mob action there sileheentin Berea? This is truly remarkable. Think how
upset you get if high hopes crash and burn. Fsiante, we all get sick, but if you were planniogetire
and then got diabetes — how disappointing! Oroifl dirive an old “beater,” breaking down is normgl a
potholes. But your brand new car? God reallyd#dsour 1300 home visits in 1986-87. Getting ento
church in three years was fast then, and takesrtemelve years these days. But God used Paulitd &
congregation in three weeks...and then he had toffledis life. Would that put a damper on your
witness? While our English translations limp, toatext and the Holy Spirit's Greek original ted Baul
and Silas didn’t just arrive and enter the synagogliheycame close beside their fellow Jews in Berea
without any bitterness or resentment from Thessedobecause they left their fears behind. Theyecam
with courage —Declaring God'’s praises and found to their delight that the Bereans were...

L Receiving God’s Word with caution (vv.10-12)
Once a woman in Vadnais Heights kept answeringltioee somewhat angry. Her husband finally
told me that her parents had helped a door-to-éwangelist who disappeared with almost $30,000 of
their generosity. | told him I couldn’t blame hdfow could she know | was any different?

Actually, there was a way she could know, somettshe should have done. See it in Berea?
Now the Bereans were of more noble character thae Thessalonians, for they received the message
with great eagerness and examined the Scripturesrgway to see if what Paul said was tru@hey
had reason to be cautious because travelling oekgteachers were everywhere. But faittdfaltion
took the noble Bereans in the right direction. Mtheir Jewish Bible, what we call the Old Testatnen
they gave Paul an examination. Every day thegrst closely to what he said, then looked up the
prophecies he quoted from the Old Testament. IgaRiaul’'s words side-by-side with the Holy Scripture
of the Bible equipped the Bereans to judge his aggss As | tell every adult and teen instructiosss|
“Don’t believe what | say; check it out.” Wherepsople can get shot for questioning teran, the
Bible is the only religious book that flat out sljou,“Test everything. Hold on to the good. Avoid
every kind of evil.”(1 Thessalonians 5:21f NIV)“‘Pastor, you mean | can ask questions?” Thajlst,r my
friend, all the questions you want. If | don’'t km@r the Bible doesn’t say, I'll tell you. Becaudé All
Are One in Mission, it's healthy to béreceiving God’s Word with caution —eager, willing caution.

The original Greek word foeager willingnesgrpobuuia) is more literallypro-spirit eagerness.
It's in the classic stewardship chapt&<orinthians 8, 9we discussed this week in our Elders-Board for
Lay Ministry Bible study. The Berean secret &ager willingnessvasstudying God’s Word. What a
great way to unite a®ne in Mission especially when we apply lessons from the Scbhb@utreach to
our Gospel ministry. Laziness with God’s Word igreevous sin. But eager study of that Word valse
your couragein thankfulpraise to say good things about our God to everyone yoetme

Never give up? Never give in? Not when soulsarstake. One fine Christian woman in my
home congregation had her husband living far, feayain Alaska. Friends and family rightly told Has
desertion had ended their marriage. But she knkw celationship far more important than their
marriage. So she kept praying and witnessing. rsrkeder | heard that one of our pastors in Alasia
into her husband and the man finally converted boist. He helped build a mission church up north.
Now they’re back together again, truDne in Mission God make us stubborn in Christ alone. Amen.
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