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Our King Comes to Serve

T In priceless ransom from death (vwv.17-19)
T In patient power for our service (vv.20-28)

In the name of Jesus, the Suffering Servant of @edr fellow redeemed:

Apparently, it's not just the “Hockey Dads” who miato live out their fantasies of greatness
through their children. And obviously, that paaniendency is nothing new. On this Palm Sunday
dedicated to Jesus’ humble, yet triumphant entity dJerusalem, it's good for us to look back attthied
time He told His disciples He was going up to Jelers to suffer and die. Instead of sympathy oudLo
encounters selfish ambition by two key discipled #reir mom. Yet the Lord’s Apostle Paul coungels
today’s Second LessorfLet this mind be in you, which was also in Chrisesus...” (Philippians 2:5 KJV)
Our King Comes to Serve So should we. And so we shall as we look to Him

T In priceless ransom from death (vv.17-19)

Do you ever “feel like a broken recordlike a broken record..like a broken record...?” For
those too young to remember, before MP3’s, CD’s @as$ettes we had LP’s — long playing records that
scratched. The needle would skip and repeat tlidsnorepeat the words.and repeat the words...over
and over. It got so annoying that you wanted ®the LP for a Frisbee.

But nothing is worse than having to repeat yodirglebut something really important. Jesus, the
Master Teacher, waited until almost the end oftHise-year ministry to begin telling His discipksout
His suffering and death. It's a good thing He dithey should have anticipated His Passion from Old
Testament prophecies, but they had worldly plaAs.Jesus’ first announcemeReter took him aside
and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. His shall never happen to you!” Jesus turned and
said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are amstling block to me; you do not have in mind the
things of God, but the things of men.” Then Jesuaid to his disciples, “If anyone would come after
me, he must deny himself and take up his cross &oltbw me. For whoever wants to save his life will
lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will @int. What good will it be for a man if he gains ¢hwhole
world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man giin exchange for his soul?{Matthew 16:22-26 NIV)

It wasn’t much better the second time after HianBfiguration. He said to them, “The Son of
Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of méaimey will kill him, and on the third day he will be
raised to life.” And the disciples were filled withrief. (Matthew 17:22f NIV) But their grief totally missed
the part about His resurrection.

What really saddens me about all this is that evi#sus keeps repeating Himself, | realize I'm
looking in the mirror. How many times have | he&is parables about humble service and heartfelt
forgiveness, but failed to see the meaning to I8wed and serve my neighbor? Jesus gets very speatifi
this third announcement about the gruesome detéidée are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of
Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and treathers of the law. They will condemn him to death
and will turn him over to the Gentiles to be mockadd flogged and crucified. On the third day he Wil
be raised to life!”(Matthew 20:18f NIV) Good News again, but lost on hard hearts and ebeaf

In the mirror of God’s law it's painfully clear o easily we disconnect Christ’'s innocent
suffering and death from the service we owe Him each other. Men will be fearful and lazy justlzes
disciples ran while the women wept at the cros®t ¢hurch women get upset about a few pennies in
their treasury while service to Christ and the tsaig lost in discontent. False humility sets inew one
figures, “I can't serve enough, so | won't serveatit Sometimes individuals complain no one Ingdo
anyone else, but they don’t see their own attitnfdeny way or the highway.”



Watch the Lord of all creation ride an unbrokemkiy’s colt into Jerusalem. See His deep
humility as He rides on in majesty to die. Seerygnos of selfishness and envy heaped on Him tdiwas
away with His holy, precious blood, with His innatesuffering and death. Dear fellow disciples of o
Lord, we feel the famous words of Isaac Watt/hen | survey the wondrous cross On which the¢i
of glory died, My richest gain | count but lossndApour contempt on all my pride€w 125:1) Our
King Comes to Serve — In priceless ransom from delat And in His deep humility we find His grace...

T In patient power for our service (vv.20-28)

After such a gut wrenching announcement, how wguold feel about this?Then the mother of
Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons andelimgg down, asked a favor of him. “What is it you
want?” he asked. She said, “Grant that one of thetseo sons of mine may sit at your right and the
other at your left in your kingdom. (Matthew 20:20f NIV) Wouldn’t that put you over the edge? | marvel
at Jesus, so steadfast in His love, so patientisnté¢dching, that instead of getting upset abouttoal
lack of understanding, He uses this opportunitigléss usn patient power for our service.

Even though James and John didn’t know whap” of suffering Jesus meant, they were more
right than they realizedJesus said to them, “You will indeed drink from neyp, but to sit at my right
or left is not for me to grant. These places belotwgthose for whom they have been prepared by my
Father.” (Matthew 20:23 NIV) Suffering — yes, but thrones for your glory — no.

Like the rest of the disciples, we too would h&een upset — but for all the wrong reasons. The
other disciples weren’t concerned that everybodgdb about Jesus’ suffering and death. They were
“indignant” because they wanted those places of honor for #lgess Jesus, the King, would soon ride
on to fulfill the Old Testament prophecies of shaane death for the Messiah. But first He teachiss H
disciples a lesson about greatness in God’s kingddesus called them together and said, “You know
that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over therand their high officials exercise authority over &m.

Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to becogneat among you must be your servant, and
whoever wants to be first must be your slave—justtlae Son of Man did not come to be served, but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for manguatthew 20:25-28 NIV)

Truly we have a beautiful Savior, the King of ¢rea. And truly He is beautiful as He shines
through His people. The quiet, humble service Wiiiesus inspires in so many men and women, brothers
and sisters in Christ, serving shoulder-to-shoulolegr all these years has been a special joy of my
ministry. A few weeks ago | turned around andehgere barrels of food and supplies being carrigd o
for the food shelf, not just by the moms and dads by their children too. The joy of Jesus waarbmg
in their faces. Such humble service pleases ounBto. It is the beauty of Christ in you.

Years ago we saw this when experienced membgrpexteaside for new members to serve. No
one held onto their offices for personal pride. wNgears later when we need committee directorsnagai
old hands are stepping up to offer the best theg @ our Lord. As one man said, “I may not besabl
do as much as | would like, but I'll do the bestan.” Likewise, New Life Women of Faith met the
challenge of a meeting time by forming two group®ay and Evening. Now Christ’s life is shining
beautifully in more than double the blessings. Wite Lord’s servant Paul we joyfully confeSkscan
do all things through Christ who gives me strength(Philippians 4:13)

God’s love unites us in joyful service beca@ar King Comes to Serve In priceless ransom
from death we find pardon and peacén patient power for our servicewe find personal satisfaction by
His grace. Our Father in heaven is living His plea of blessing and service in you, His childréfay
He do so more and more as we hallow His name am#isekingdom come among us.

“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He whonges in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in
the highest!” Amen.
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