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Live in the Light of God’s Pleasure
Pay attention to His healing Word. (vw.18-21)
Trust God's guiding hand. (w.14-17)
In the name of Jesus, the world’s Light, dearlyeesded believers:

One of our Seminary professors likes to call Glamsty the “un-religion.” Even if you can’t
remember the old Seven-Up “un-cola” commercialgy gan appreciate the “un-religion.” Think how
scary the animal sacrifice still practiced by ctdftHmong in Minnesota, or human sacrifice by Agtec
Incas and Mayans of America. What about self-flagien by those who whip themselves bloody in one
branch of Islam? Or multitudes of Hindus tryingwash their sins away in the filthy waters of Iriglia
Ganges River? Why don’'t we have to do those tlfing¥hy do we tell everyone they don’t have to
either? Because the “un-religion” teaches ud.itee in the Light of God's Pleasure Instead of
plunging into polluted waters, God the Holy Spsatys to...

[d Pay attention to His healing Word. (vv.18-21)

“Hear, you deaf; look, you blind, and see!"That sure doesn’'t sound very nice. You don’t go
down the street yelling at deaf and blind peopl¢hat would it help to tell the blind to see? Ooshat
the deaf to hear? Feels bad enough, but then tM#o is blind but my servant, and deaf like the
messenger | send? Who is blind like the one comedtto me, blind like the servant of theokp?”
Other places in Isaiatthe Servant of the IorRD" is Jesus, the pre-Incarnate Christ. But here tinéegt
clearly makes this the nation of Israel. And wieetilou translatécommitted to me”(NIv), or the one
“that is perfect” (KJV), the Holy Spirit is talking about Christians“aéind,” “deaf,” in trouble with God.
This is like someone waking you up in the middlehaf night to tell you your house is on fire.

This is unlike any of the world’s religions whietould either say there is no fire or give you a
squirt gun to put it out. God is telling His peeple cannot fix ourselves. Husbands will neverteeg
to love their wives as Christ loved the Church.v®¢iwill never hear how to respect their husbandke
fear of the [ORD. Kid-Christians or seasoned citizens of Chridt be committed to their own selfishness
rather than being perfected in Christ-like lovetfwgir neighbor. Out West this is called “a hqogde”

God’s truth is hard to swallow:You have seen many things, but have paid no attenf your
ears are open, but you hear nothing.’'Even believers perfected the LORD's righteousness by faith,
cannot shed their deaf-blind nature this side @ivka. Listen to Jesus’ disciples throughout Hishéa
ministry. He’s ready to ascend into heaven whay thsk “the dumbest question in the Bible” about
Christ ruling visibly on earth(Cf. Acts 1:6) After all His top notch teaching as the Son ofdGihey still
cannot hear Jesus sayifiyly kingdom is not of this world”(John 18:36) or see thdtthe kingdom of God
is within you” (Luke 17:20f) Our sinful nature, blind and deaf, cannot bdddealt must drown and die.

All the world’s religions are like the Chinese Igirvision of Confucianism. While she feels
herself guilty in a deep dark well, someone’s skagbouts down from the top wagging a finger, “You
got yourself into this mess; get yourself out of itOnly Christianity says that none of us, not eve
Christians, can climb up to God in His perfect,yhloéaven.Annie may be singing, “The Sun Will Come
Out Tomorrow,” but we’re too blind to see. Somebas to come down here to help us.

We need rescue like those pictureltre Guardian. | didn’t know Ashton Kutcher had it in him.
But ever since | was a boy on the Oregon coast, heen impressed by the “Coasties” of the U.S. Coas
Guard heading out to sea when everyone else isngpmi On the storm tossed waves people who
absolutely have run out of options find the blirkilnghts of the helicopter or the powerful strokas



rescue swimmers to be the most comforting sightheworld. When finally the sling is lowered, the
command to “climb in” is sweet as sweet can be.

Like bright lights in raging surfjt pleased the IORD for the sake of his righteousness to make
his law great and glorious.” Deaf and blind, we have no way off this sinkingps We just keep
climbing deeper into the bowels of sin, locking thékheads behind us. No one else could get hretp
us. This side of heaven we will always need tpkamnfessing the sickness of our souls, the blisslio#
our eyes, our need for urgent care from God. “Wdidast | near the shore And the fearful breakeas
‘Twixt me and the peaceful rest, Then, while legnon Thy breast, May | hear Thee say to me, r'Fea
not, | will pilot thee” (TLH 649:3) That's Good News of sins forgiven, of grace delssing in the
sacraments. Rather than death by drowning inGma, rescues us in Christ, then gives us the liwater
of His Word to drink deeply in His refreshing “ualigion.” Live in the Light of God’s Pleasureas you
Pay attention to His healing Word Live in the Light of God’s Pleasureand learn with Christ to ...

Trust God's guiding hand. (w.14-17)

Don’t you love the way Jesus used His hands asiGtatlay’s Gospel Lessoridhn 9passim) Not
because of some sin, Bisb that the work of God might be displayed in Hite,” Jesus put mud on the
man’s eyes and sent him to wash in the Pool o&a8ilo And the man born blinfdame home seeing™-
physically. But not until he saw Jesus, did hevgile the eyes of faith.

When the bRD God tells the blind to see or the deaf to heas Word makes it happen.
Remember how He said in the beginnitiggt there be light,” and there was light{Genesis 1:3) God
can still“lay waste the mountains’as He wasted Mount Saint Helens,'dry up their vegetationwith
advancing deserts. God can literdflyrn rivers into islands and dry up the pools.”And spiritually,
God can keep this promise that makes me glad tot adynweaknesses and sins. God sélysiill lead
the blind by ways they have not known, along unféiam paths | will guide them; I will turn the
darkness into light before them and make the rouglaces smooth.”

All of us can look back and see what a miracle ithat God has brought us this far. With the
Psalmist we pray most sincerelfRemember not the sins of my youth and my rebelsoways;
according to your love remember me, for you are gpo® LORD.” (Psalm 25:7 NIV) My best efforts often
backfired like the time as big brother to my twaugger siblings | bought them each a sundae. Then
carefully explained how to keep from messing up Mooar. Very respectfully my little sister listehe
until she sheepishly had to point out, “Mark, yeuspilling yours on your lap.” That would have bhee
the story of my life except for the Lord’s unmatdimeal to teach me frust God’s guiding hand.

Young parents will especially appreciate thisyiet “For a long time | have kept silent, | have
been quiet and held myself back. But now, like amam in childbirth, | cry out, | gasp and pant.”In
the pains of childbirth nothing else matters exadgdivering a healthy baby. God wants us to fael t
intensity of His love to give us lifeGod’s guiding handsent His Son to spread His hands for the nails of
our cross, to shed His blood and wash away eveindnword or selfish thought, every day of
wandering, every failure to live up to the perfdeimands of God’s holy Law. God’s birthing-zeal is
absolutely focused oguiding us home to heaven. If you've ever had a newborintensive care, you
know what a relief it is to finally get to take yolittle bundle home. How the heart of our heayenl
Father yearns to gather us into His arms and sweépto that land of light!

“But those who trust in idols, who say to image%,cu are our gods,’ will be turned back in
utter shame.” It's what Pastor John Hering once said in thippwabout visiting the new 60’ Buddha
with his family in Japan. No one seemed to notiee shame of offering gifts at the base, riding the
elevator to the top, then using the facilities ¢atg the bathroom in Buddha’s head.

Out of sin’s darkness and shadowsse in the Light of God’s Pleasure the “un-religion” of
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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