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What Gifts Shall | Bring the Christ-Child?

» Hegivestheblessings. (vwv.1-9)
2 Wekneel in holy joy. (vw.10-12)

In the name of Jesus, God’s own Son and His gre@iéido all, dear rejoicing Christians:

We're in that “warm and fuzzy season of the yahgt often brings out the best in people and
certainly warms our hearts in a cold Minnesota anintOpening the mailbox to cards and letters these
days seems to make the stars shine brighter evlrthvd sun going down so early. But you know about
the time the days start getting longer some of yoail will too. Mid-January will find many of us
wishing there was a warm and fuzzy version of aitiard bill. So what if you kept opening yourima
expecting the worst, and every single bill saichyRour debt by loving your neighbor as yoursel¥@u
call the billing department to see what’'s up, andedl-trained professional explains: “Be kind touy
wife and respect your husband. Love your kids witat warm firmness that gives them a sense of
security and achievement. Turn the other cheekd A you have to defend yourself, show mercy on
your enemies like your heavenly Father bauses his sun to rise on the evil and the gooddasends
rain on the righteous and the unrighteous(Matthew 5:45 NIV) Pay us back by caring for others.”

Dear friends, that's the bill God gives each ofthis Christmas. If you pick up a baby, you're
holding all of him. If you hold Jesus close in ydweart, you're holding close all the loving kindseand
tender mercy of God. You don't get part of Himuyget all,“For God was pleased to have all his
fullness dwell in [Christ], and through him to reawile to himself all things, whether things on edut
or things in heaven, by making peace through hi®bt, shed on the cross(Colossians 1:19f NIV)

% Hegivestheblessngs. (vw.1-9)

Sometimes we feel too much like the “Little DrunmB®y,” wondering what we should bring as
gifts to God. The song is right in the way it eegses childlike love and how God truly does recaile
our prayers and praises in Jesus’ Name. Somg tladrs after the first Christmas, Jesus would shew
the heart of God by taking the children up in aand blessing them over the objections of His dissip
Christmas proves how little use God almighty hashfoman pomp and power because He who created all
things became a Child to be born in the most huralbsteimstances we could not have imagined. And
there He showed the awesome answer to the questitie “Little Drummer Boy,”What Gifts Shall |
Bring the Christ-Child? What a question. What an answeéte givesthe blessings.

God did not send His Son down to this earth fogrgone to come for “warm fuzzies,” then
wander back into the darkness of guilt and feae wéants us to see on this Holy Night how all ofudes
little life was aimed at big blessings. So as wédid that Baby in His manger bed, think aheachéo t
time Jesus sat with His disciples and preachednttist famousSermon on the Mount in verses we call
“The Beatitudes.” Some have rephrased that as Bdttitudes,” because Jesus is showing us the kin
of attitudes He creates in our hearts when we pufasth and trust in Him.

But none of us can do this by counseling for “avragtitude” or giving ourselves an “attitude
adjustment.” About the time you think you're humbyour pride sends you into a skid on glare ¢eu
might think you’re ready to mourn, but we alway®abe the wrong things to be sad about. You might
even look back on some time in your life when yelt meek and mild, but your disappointment is now
asking, “What did it get me?” Our sinful heart tdrelp asking, “What'’s in it for me?” even thou@od
created us to love and worship Him alone, not oun gelfish desires. So let’'s look at a few of the
characters of Christmas and see how God gave Glassiessings to them.



The old priest named Zechariah was ‘fpator in spirit” when the angel Gabriel announced a son
for him and Elizabeth. Zechariah’s doubt got himermonths ofdumb, and unable to speakuntil the
Lord’s promise came true. But by that humblingrr&od, the ancient Jewish believer received God’s
rule in his heart and sang in the overflow of thayHSpirit: “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,
because he has come and has redeemed his peoplésg 1:68 NIV)

Jesus say$Blessed are those who mournfut is that what Herod was doing when he found out
from the Wise Men that a star announced the birtine King of the Jews? His response was to Kill a
the baby boys in Bethlehem to rid himself of a kiv&And those who mourned at the first bloodshed
because of Christ were all the mothers of thogke lidaby boys. And still, God mercifully kept His
promise to them and comforted them in their griette resurrection Christ came to bring for us all.

Where could you find a more beautiful exampleh#“blessed...meek’than the young maiden
Mary in her lonely room, hearing the angel Gabeigblain how her virgin womb would hold the Son of
God, conceived by the Holy Spirit? In her Spinspired meekness, she answer in faith’s dear sitypli
‘I am the Lord’s servant....May it be to me as you V®said.”(Luke 1:38 NIV) Still today we honor her
as the mother of our Lord who gave her even maaa the earth by His gift of eternal life. In wive¢
call the Song of Mary, thMagnificat, Mary said,”My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoicem
God my Savior, for he has been mindful of the hurabstate of his servant. From now on all
generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty ©has done great things for me— holy is his name.
His mercy extends to those who fear him, from gesit@n to generation.”(Luke 1:46-50 NIV)

2 Wekneel in holy joy. (vw.10-12)
And yet when Jesus was only a few weeks old, dmaln name&imeon blessed them and said
to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cae the falling and rising of many in Israel, and toe
a sign that will be spoken against, so that the tights of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword
will pierce your own soul too.{Luke 2:34-35 NIV) Could Christmas be so shdrg bill so soon?

“Warm,” but not “fuzzy,” Jesus saysBlessed are those who are persecuted because of
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaveBlessed are you when people insult you, persecute
you and falsely say all kinds of evil against yoedause of me. Rejoice and be glad, because geeat i
your reward in heaven, for in the same way they ggguted the prophets who were before you.”

According to the Bible this Baby born to the virgWlary is the only begotten Son of God, the
Word of God incarnate, the last and greatest Ptophhevhom all the others pointed. Sometimes
Christians wonder what was the turning point thatancient Jewish people began to reject the peamis
Messiah. But Jesus would grow up to show from ehdiest records that they rebelled against their
favorite prophet, of whom Jesus sdidlyou believed Moses, you would believe me, fa Wwrote about
me.” (John 5:46 NIV) The most beautiful evangelist of the Old Testam&aiah, lamentedWho has
believed our message and to whom has the arm oflLibiel been revealed?{Isaiah 53:1 NIV)

This is how we know that when Jesus says youldessed”in theBeatitudes, He means far more
than happy. Otherwise, how could you cope withisthmas if you suffered the loss of a loved one
through sickness, rejection or death? And howdowe be “happy” with people persecuting us for our
faith? No,“blessed”in the Biblical sense means you have the solid peraf God’s Word to work out
all things for your good and finally bring you horteeheaven. God gave His finest guarantee when He
granted us His one and only Son to be born of trggrnvMary, who“treasured up all these things and
pondered them in her heart.(Luke 2:19 NIV) Mary was glad t&neel in holy joy.

When you trust in Jesus as your Savior, you dagljp asking with the “Little Drummer Boy” and
believers everywhere this Holy NightWhat Gifts Shall | Bring the Christ-Child? And whether
through smiles or tears we can’t do better thakrteel in holy joy. For your heart is the only gift God
wants since He has given us His heart — born imtheger as Lord and Savior of all. Amen.
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