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Stand in the LORD’s House

T Do not omit a word. (w.1,2)
T Repentance is the key(vv.3-6)

In the name of Jesus Christ, “theRD Our RighteousnesgJeremiah 23:6; 33:16dearly redeemed:

It was somewhat eerie to drive down [-35W into Meapolis for the first time since the bridge
collapse last summer. A Minnesota country roadld/tnave more cars than nearly noon on a Friday.
But now there is no freeway to cross the mighty didisippi River, and most traffic has been diverted
around the scene of major disaster. Looking frosrda street on the north side, however, it's hartll
where the bridge used to be. Abutments on bo#ssithd a crane or two are all one can see fronmébehi
buildings and warehouses. It's a far cry fromsfrens and panic of 6:05 PM, on Augugt 1

Now reverse the tape. Imagine therb God gave you absolute knowledge that tHebBsiest
bridge in Minnesota, carrying 140,000 vehicles g, d@ould plunge into the river in one hour. What
would you do? And if the ®RD commanded you to sound the alarm from the highatay:00 PM,
would you go? Would anyone have listened if yad?diSuch an impossible assignment — so much like
the one God gave Jeremiah the prophet when Héniiwido Stand in the LORD’s Houseand...

T Do not omit a word. (w.1,2)

If the king were God-fearing, you might have hal€hance. But this wdgarly in the reign of
Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of JudaHhat] this word came from the @rD.” It's hard to imagine a
good king like Josiah, such a powerful reformer &aithful servant of God, having a son as evil as
Jehoiakim. He was the one who sat with a pen lkamf&cut up twenty years of prophecy, the entirelisc
of Jeremiah, and threw it into the fire, then oediethe prophet’s execution along with his scrib&emiah
36) Jehoiakim used a mutual extradition treaty witjyfi to hunt down and destroy another prophet
named Uriah who fled from the fanatical kinge:20-23) Jehoiakim was so evil that he was not even
buried but was dragged to the dump and left to ketgend says the name of the devil he served dmaild
seen in his rotting flesh. Now, JeremidFhis is what the LORD says: Stand in the courtyard of the
LorD's house and speak to all the people of the towhgdudah who come to worship in the house of
the LORD. Tell them everything | command you; do not omiisrd.”

The most famous preachers of our day keep omituwey and over. Rarely would Billy Graham
speak of Baptism and Lord’s Supper for fear of mdieg his Roman Catholic and Protestant crusaders b
his Baptist beliefs. Yet our Lord has much to ahput baptizing all ethnic groups in the Name @f th
Triune God and teaching them to guard and treasueeything Christ has commanded, including His
clear instructions about the Sacrament of the Altasten to the popular preachers on radio anddday
and see how seldom they mention sin at all, mus$ ¢t specific about their own sins or those eirth
hearers.“The soul that sins shall die”(Ezekiel 18:20) says the brD. Thank God foiTime of Grace on
TV with Pastor Jeske, arféeason for Hope on the radio with Pastor Patterson. It's so mugkier to
omit the hard words than to proclaim them. It's rmoch easier to get on the “global warming”
bandwagon, than to warn the world of global burnmthe fires of Judgment Day.

Safer for Jeremiah tStand in the LORD’s Houseand not say a word. When he did speak up as
commanded, he was condemned to death by the pew@sts and prophets, and barely saved by some
sanctified laymen. These temple officials remeratieMicah of Moresheth a century earlier prophesying
the destruction of Jerusalem and her temple. 0ngd Hezekiah had listened, and when he and all the
people repented in prayer to God, they were spiaped the terrorist Assyrians.



Our entire existence on earth and in heaven depemdaithful preachers who take God’s Word to
heart themselves, aridb not omit a word to us. Can you do the same with the friends aladives to
whom the IORD sends you? Or do you skip the sin and only talbuathe weather? Jesus saysu
are the light of the world.”(Matthew 5:14) Yet how often do you and | hide our light unddnushel basket
of cowardly silence? We must confess failingstand in the LOorRD’s Houseandnot omit a word. We
have all sinned by our silence when it was timsgeak, but...

T Repentance is the key(vv.3-6)

God wants each of us to change our mind about Blimsin and our Savior. His heart longs to be
kind and comforting to His creatures much like adjolice officer wants peace and stability in the
neighborhoods he serves. But what is he suppaseid if someone waves a gun in his face? Good
training will warn the criminal to drop the weapernf possible. But sometimes a split second deniss
all that stands between him and death and protgthie innocent. Deadly force is necessary even in
human affairs. And God had been warning His pefipleenturies before He sent Jeremiah to the templ
in Jerusalem. Can you hear the yearning hearbadf?GCan you see what He really wants in this?

“Perhaps they will listen and each will turn fromik evil way. Then | will relent and not bring
on them the disaster | was planning because of tha they have done. Say to them, ‘This is what the
LoRrD says: If you do not listen to me and follow my lawhich | have set before you, and if you do not
listen to the words of my servants the prophetsowhl have sent to you again and again (though you
have not listened), then | will make this housedilShiloh and this city an object of cursing among a
the nations of the earth.”

Could you find Shiloh on a map of the Middle EadPPobably not. Even if archaeologists did
positively identify the site, you could not seeuitder several millennia of mud and dust. ThRh
destroyed Shiloh in the days of young Samuel. dswwad enough that God’'s chosen people kept
worshiping the Baal gods of the pagan Canaanitesywhen the high priest Eli failed to disciplineshi
sons from their temple prostitution, they died.tekfthe ark of the covenant was stolen, the comager
Philistines leveled Shiloh and destroyed the taddden Nearly 600 years later the people still
remembered Shiloh enough to imagine Jerusalem entimple devastated under God’s curse.

Why does God still insist on obedience to His la@cause God is holy. He can no more tolerate
sin than you could sit and worship with a dead ahiratting at to your feet. We give God every mras
to dispose of mankind with the garbage of rape lasd illicit movies and disobedient children, ssf
heartbreak and stubborn evolutionists who figuestbelves as saviors of the planet. God has thermpow
to end it all. But His love won'’t let Him becaubkle wants everyone to repent today while there istill
time. Scientists, scholars and their benefactbeiberately forget”how God the Creator once destroyed
the world with water. They ignore His warningsttlihe present heavens and earth are reserved for
fire, being kept for the day of judgment and desttion of ungodly men.” But God has mercifully
washed away with the blood of His own Son all aust land greed, our pride and selfish need to glorif
our idols of position, power and pleasure. Nowwdnts us to see th&®epentance is the keyo being
prepared when the hammer of God’s judgment fingdigtroys more than the bridges of this world. God
keeps on warning through His preaching prophetaytdzecauséHe is patient with you, not wanting
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repenéah@ Peter 3:5-9 NIV)

You can’t crash down 35W today. Approaching Umsity Avenue, concrete barricades divert
traffic off the exit. If Mn/DOT cares that muchrfoitizen safety, imagine the intense, eternal loi&od
who sent His one and only begotten Son to suffdrdaa for Jews and Gentiles alike. Can we count on
His salvation? Yes! The bridge from earth to leais rebuilt, solid and secure on the cross ofSClo
the empty tomb, and fully supported by His glori@ssension to God’s right hand. One promise yet
remains: to come again as Judge of the livingthadlead. In God’s grace #8and. Amen.

For the study behind this sermon or for copies Emaiordes@comast.net New Life Evangelical Lutheran Church
You can also call: 651-484-1169. Hear the seratonww.wels.us/newlife 180 County Rd F - Shoreview, MN 55126




