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Celebrate God’s Forgetful Forgiveness

7 Out with the old (vw.31,32)
T In with the new (vv.33,34)

In the name of Jesus, God’s personal Covenantusitearly redeemed children of the Reformation:

We are blessed by hymns not written by LutheraBst can we say they were children of the
Lutheran Reformation? Yes, as long as they exghessolid conviction that Christ alone is the Widng
Truth and the Life. “It Is Well With My Soul,” wasung by our choir this Reformation Sunday morning.
Its beautiful words by Horatio G. Spaffo(tB28-1888) coupled with music by a man aptly named Philip
Bliss (1838-1876) express profound truths animating Dr. Martin e tLutheran Reformation. Such
melodious lyricECelebrate God’s Forgetful Forgivenessespecially against the tragic backdrop of their
writing. But the later life of Horatio G. Spaffosiliggests he needed more of the Lutheran Reformtatio
keepOut with the old andIn with the new. Friends of Martin Luther were concerned aboet3shme
potential deviation as one fellow Christian asked bn his deathbed, “Brother Martin, do you stitll¢h
to the truths of the Holy Scriptures which you héaeght for all these years?” The dying doctorveb
his faith alive and well: “Yes,” Luther repliedhan died in peace. So may we be ever true to Godrs,
revived in the Lutheran Reformation.

# Out with the old (vwv.31,32)
Many of you remember Jeremiah, the God-inspirdadawf our text, as “the weeping prophet”
in Jerusalem when the hammer of God'’s justice lffradme down on His rebellious people of Israebr F
centuries the &rRD God kept calling His people to repentance. Baytjust didn't get it until they got it
from God in famine, disease and disaster. Mosteoémiah’s 52 chapters pronounce doom and gloom
that finally came in 586 B.C. at the iron end obB@nian spears and arrows. The temple was burned
and God'’s capital city of Jerusalem destroyed. V¢bald dry their tears or heal their broken h&arts

Hebrew writing style climaxes in the middle. Ouaext is at the middle mountain peak of
Jeremiah’s long scroll. Out of the gloom of GotHsr Chapter 29 fires up the lights in a letter from
Jeremiah to the exiles in Babylof¥or | know the plans | have for you,” declares theoRD, “plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give ymepe and a future.” (29:11 NIv) Chapters 30-33 are
known as JeremiahBook of Comfort And four times in Chapter 31, the ancient HelsrdngardTi,
repetition our English translators often ignof&7 means “Behold!” or “Look at this!” as the Holy 3ipi
spotlights God’s gracious promises. 3$;7, “the time is coming,” declares the &rD, “when | will
make a new covenant with the house of Israel andhwihe house of Judah. It will not be like the
covenant | made with their forefathers when | toakem by the hand to lead them out of Egypt,
because they broke my covenant, though | was a launsbto them,” declares thearp.

That was Luther’'s argument against Rome’s papsulgences trying to sell forgiveness. Daily
repentance is needed because we constantly bre&@ddiCovenant from Mount Sinai, summarized in the
Ten Commandments. God’s holy, unchangeable willafbpeople He repeats in the New Testament.
God’s Son Jesus Christ summarizes God’s will fothas without fail we are tllove the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and witlall your strength and with all your mind; and, la/
your neighbor as yourself.[Luke 10:27 NIV) Unless we think about God and your neighborledl time
with perfect love and joy, we are condemned with ldraelites under Sinai’s Old Covenant because we
break it constantly by our ceaseless sins. Dowthénterrors of conscience we need the Good News
shining joy for Luther in thérighteousness from God [that] comes through faith Jesus Christ to all
who believe.”(Romans 3:22 NIV) Faith in Christ alone makes one a child of théoReation.



By faith alone Horatio G. Spafford wrote “It Is W&/ith My Soul” though his heart was broken.
As a successful businessman and lawyer in Chiddg@tio seemed to have it all. His wife and clalar
shared in Evangelical missions and gospel musicidiey planned to develop their real estate doywn b
Lake Michigan hoping for more blessings from abofeit death came to their only son. Then the agin
Chicago Fire of 1871, wiped out more dreams. Hgppgor some rest, Horatio planned a family trip to
help a Christian mission in England. Last minusibess kept him home, but he put his wife and four
daughters on the ship as scheduled, planning towfah a few days. Almost across the Atlantic, a
collision with another ship sank their vessel irlive minutes. A few days later anxious Horaticereed
a telegraph from his wife with two words: “Savddre.” On the English shore grieving togetherdten
wrote what faith alone can seéWhen peace like a river, attendeth my way, Wheamosvs like sea
billows roll — Whatever my lot, Thou has taughttmeay, ‘It is well, it is well with my soul.”™Faith is
the substance of things hoped for, the evidencetlohgs not seen.”(Hebrews 11:1 KJV) And by faith
alone we gladly go with Go@ut with the old of human experience and sinful worksd....

¥ In with the new (vw.33,34)

Some might ask, “What did this Christian man aisdwife do to deserve the loss of their only son
and all their daughters too — on a mission tripGod’s sake?” But faith alone can hear God’s ano#e
silence to sufferers like Job who could not calldGbe Almighty to account. Repentance from sin and
faith in God’s forgiveness is always called fothwe midst of grief too. Though no specific sin ntayse
such trauma in the believer’s life, we know thaiefywas not God’s will from the beginning. As
Jeremiah would later write in his Lamentations a¥ermsalem’s destructior{God] does not willingly
bring affliction or grief to the children of men.”(3:33 NIv) But in our grief God is glorified and we learn
to know Him better as the Goavho comforts us in all our troubles, so that we caamfort those in any
trouble with the comfort we ourselves have receiyien God.” (2 Corinthians 1:4 NIV)

Martin Luther’s spiritual healing from Scripturauight him comfort is not based on what we do.
The harder he tried to please God the more damaptesised he felt like Mother Theresa in her now
published letters where she wrote in 1953: “Themach a terrible darkness within me as if evenglis
dead. It has been like this more or less fromtiime | started ‘the work.” Luther wrote about his
works as a poor Augustinian monk: “Yet deep anepée still | fell; life had become a living hellp s
firmly sin possessed mew377:2) The righteousness of works can only depress sigesd works are
done by faith out of thankfulness that we are savedyrace alone. For theokD told His ancient
Remnant of believers through Jeremidfhis is the covenant | will make with the house tdrael after
that time,” declares the @rD. “I will put my law in their minds and write it ontheir hearts. | will be
their God, and they will be my people. No longeilai man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother,
saying, ‘Know the IORD,” because they will all know me, from the least tifem to the greatest,”
declares the brp. “For | will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more."That’s
theForgetful Forgivenessof God weCelebrateby God’s grace today.

Sadly, Horatio G. Spafford lost sight of this labe life. Some mental disturbance took him to
Jerusalem under the strange delusion that he gasand Messiatf. We don’t know whether he came
back to repentant faith in time to meet the one trucified and risen Messiah, our Lord Jesus Chris
But the need for the Lutheran Reformatioy Scripture alonesurely shines through Luther’s darkest
days, Mother Theresa’s hidden guilt and fear, dtagethe loss of faith’s confidence in the livdsnany
talented musicians and hymn writers. These testifgur need for reformation today in the new teart
Christ alonecan give —by grace alone, through faith alone, in Scriptudreree Then we can keep
singing, “It Is Well With My Soul,” as w€elebrate God’s Forgetful Forgiveness. Amen.
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