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Livein Philadelphia

T Kind (w.1-3)
T Content (w.4,5)
T Confident (vv.6-8)

In the name of Jesus, our unchanging Lord and adearly redeemed believers:

A visitor might see this sermon theme on our weband think, “You gotta be kiddingLive in
Philadelphia? 1 like it in Minnesota!” or wherever they migh¢. ButLivein Philadelphia? Residents
of that city probably wouldn’t see the sense of @emmon parts. The last one, mayl@onfident. But |
don’t know that living in the city oPhiladelphia makes anyon&ind or Content. If this Midwesterner
had a New York accent, | could almost hear: “Fulagleought it!” Or as we say, “Forget you!”

But we're not talking about an America cityhiladelphia, you know, means “brotherly love.”
More than a state of mind, the Holy Spirit bringdiévers into the circle of God’s grace to “Live in
Brotherly Love.” Here we not only experience Gokilsdness in Christ, but also becoland, Content
andConfident. It's like filling a garbage truck with everytharthat's not and driving off in God’s SUV
loaded down with awesome blessings. Own a pie€&odfs real estatet ivein Philadelphia!

T Kind (w.1-3)

Could you choose between friendship and brotHexg? Years ago a newly confirmed member
was surprised when the pastor hesitated that hetagrdiim as “my friend.” The pastor explained:m’|
afraid | don’t make a very good ‘friend’ becauseah’t always spend the time on fun things friends d
together. That troubles me. But | can surely berybrother in Christ, and then His love will cauy
above any lack of personality on my part.” Evercsi the man’s greeting is always, “My brother.”

“Brotherly love” guards God’s kindness in Christ kisters and brothers tave in Philadelphia.
It helps to understand the Bible if you ask, “Wky3od telling me this today? What's wrong in matth
needs changing?” These questions are especigiigriant for each of us to ask ourselves on thisetiv
Member Worship and Study Sunday.” It seems med temmiss brotherly love when their emails get too
pointed to communicate kindness and concern foh edber's work and responsibility. Women, |
haven't figured out yet. In my graduating high sohclass some of the girls could remember fourgea
earlier something someone said or did to hurt tfestings. How quickly we forget that remembering
yesterday’s hurts puts us miles away from the crd¥e need to go back today for forgiveness forgve
unkind word and deed.n Philadelphiait’s not, “Forget you!” but your sins: “Forget aliat!”

Only God’s grace separates us from the helplestelass who still do ndtive in Philadelphia.
We get so wrapped up in our little cardboard bowes‘forget to entertain strangers,”i.e., practice
hospitality especially with those who cannot paybask. What an unkind attitude to only give gifis
those who remember you with gifts. Abraham ledaBand his servants to welcome and feed the three
strangers who may have been more than angelsbpossien the Father, Son and Holy Spirit in human
form. And hanging on the cursed tree for you arej desus did not hesitate to welcome the repentant
criminal to paradise. If youivein Philadelphia today, maybe it's time to check out the WELS Prison
Ministry website ywww.wels.nef and remember prisoners as if their cell weretrigdxt to yours. Giving
of our time and energy to help others shows weaisele the city limits to walk with Christ...

T Content (w.4,5)
According to the Greek grammar of verse 4 and dbetext of Scripture, leave out the NIV
“should” and understand more literally than the didames Version: “Marriage is honorable in
everything, and the marriage bed is pure; singlayeaver, and married fornicators God will judge.”



Most translators focus so hard on the warnindhendecond part, they miss the encouragement of
the first. It baffles me how anyone who went tlgiola Wisconsin Synod Catechism class could have
missed this, but just in case anyone here didnkebe blunt. If you enjoy the pleasures of sesidetof
marriage, you make yourself a prime target for Ggddgment. Even if your Confirmation certificate
family name were made of asbestos, it wouldn’t helip the verse just before our text the Holy Spiri
melts everyone’s pink sunglasses with this trithur God is a consuming fire.”(12:29)

It's too hot toLive in “brotherly love” or ever b&€ontent until you repent of every sinful thought,
word and deed. Since none of us can rememberatm@ction of our sins, we confess them all — known
and unknown — together in worship. Today againhaee received the Lord’s gracious forgiveness for
all our sins at once. Again today we see how Gad&rcy triumphs over judgment!’(James 2:13 NIV)

Now we can appreciate God’'s amazing gift of sexandimacy in marriage: “Marriage is
honorable in everything, and the marriage bed isggu Only once did God sayiNot good,” in His six
days of creating, when it wésot good for the man to be alone.(Genesis 2:18)But after the brD God
also created the female in His holy image, to“®#ehelper suitable” for her man, God established
marriage for them to enjoy as newlyweds in paradideen Godlooked at everything he had made and
it was very good.”(1:31) God’s divine design for marriage makes husbardi \aifie content in each
others arms as a bright and beautiful reflectio@ofl’'s goodness, pure and holy. Our mission cdanse
twenty years ago said, “Not just God’s threatshie $ixth Commandment make me want to be faithful to
my wife. | want to protect our wonderful life taper.” Intimate trust is like unfired ceramic. nkeds to
be cradled and nurtured, because once it's shdttgradultery, how can it be glued back togetheiiredy

ToLivein Philadelphia: Keep your lives free from the love of money anddeatent with what
you have, because God has said, “Never will | legogi; never will | forsake you.”

T Confident (vv.6-8)

So we say with confidence, “The Lord is my helpénvill not be afraid. What can man do to
me?” “And take they our life, Goods, fame, child ande, Let these all be gone, They yet have
nothing won; The Kingdom ours remainet{rlH 262:4) With God as youfHelper” you can be a true
“help meet” for your husband. And every man can respect woaseBod’s gift, keeping brotherly love
alive and well in relationships which we value &move money as we walk with GodCenfident.

One God-fearing mother told her sons after thetindr abandoned the family, “Look for faithful
men who love and respect their wives. Let thenydog role models to treat your wife the same way.”
Serving as a pastor has enriched my life with nfare/role models over the years. And this condipt
well for everyConfident resident of “brotherly love.” The Lord Himself sathrough His holy writer:
“Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of Gogdu. Consider the outcome of their way of life
and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the samesyerday and today and forever.”

Have you ever thought of leadership this way? thHat thinketh he leadeth, yet hath no one
following, only taketh a walk.” “A leader has ampass in his head and a magnet in his heart.” sOr a
Margaret Thatcher said, “A leader is like a ladyyou have to tell someone you are, you aren’t.”

It pleases God to draw us with leaders faithfuHie Word. Faith’s confidence can only grow
with the blessing of good role models whose liveftect the power of God’s Word. Faith’s confidence
mimics those who put God’s Word into practice hé tvay out this life and home to heaven. Ultimatel
that's what it means td.ive in Philadelphia. It's like no place on earth. Instead of nonenic
Norwegians, or obnoxious “cheese heads” and sahdsppeads, if yolLive in Philadelphia, you're the
real deal in Christ:Kind, Content, Confident. His forgiving love alone makes life worth livirend
death worth dying. Since Jesus Christ never clgnlge grass is always greener on His side ofaheef.
All God’s parks and waterfalls are here. Come lvith God in Christ today. Keep “brotherly love”
alive. Livein Philadelphial Amen.
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