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Run, but don’t Hide!

% God is everywhere. (w.23,24)
/A God is all there is. (w.25-29)
In the name of Jesus, who truly‘iee LORD our Righteousness,tiear fellow redeemed:

“You can run, but you can’t hide.” That's what Arncan presidents have been telling terrorists
for decades. None of them believe until bombsotdtiers with rifles bring the battle to their homeNo
one wants to believe warnings that cost power onayo We're still hearing stories of engineers and
architects planning the Twin Towers of the Worldde Center in New York City. Decision makers did
not want to pay the high cost of insulating allttbieel that stretched those skyscrapers to tred bhee.
And they certainly did not want to use asbestosab®e someone might inhale the fibers someday.
Besides, they were convinced that no fire could éen that hot. That chances of a plane flying in
such a tall building were next to nothing. In £h8f11 could never happen.

“You can run, but you can’t hide,” does mean sdnmgt when God says it. How far did Adam
get when he tried to run and hide in the Gardesr &iis sin? But now that God has caught up withng
shown us our Savior from sin, He tells Bgin, but don’t Hide! First of all, consider that...

% God is everywhere.(vw.23,24)

If you read the fifty-two chapters of Jeremiahthe Old Testament, you can see how hard
religious authorities were working to hide the lrdtom God’s people. Like all thedrD's faithful
prophets, Jeremiah stood alone. Everyone hatedndsn. Government and religious officials congpire
to kill him, threw him into a muddy cistern to demd made the rest of his life miserable. And why®
little Hebrew words used five times in our teXt)1°-QN81 (nacom Adonai) — literally, declaration of the
LorD. Jeremiah preached what theRD told him including unpopular subjects like the tdestion of
Jerusalem and her temple, impending captivity ibyBan. For this Jeremiah seemed to be a traitor.

Could he have left Jerusalem to minister somewhesee popular? Maybe out in the desert he
could prophesy peace along with all the other petgplvho always seemed to have more than enough fine
clothes to cover their well fed bodies. Many peomally thought the @rD’s influence was confined to
the temple in Jerusalem. In word and action ttag something like, “Go somewhere else and say what
we want. The brD doesn't really care anyway.”

But through Jeremiah theokD asked some probing questionSAm | only a God nearby,”
(7°-0X1) declares the brp, “and not a God far away? Can anyone hide in secplaces so that |
cannot see him?” declares thedrp. “Do not I fill heaven and earth?” declares thedrbp.

For all whoby faith...understand(Hebrews 11:3thatin the beginning God created the heavens
and the earth(Genesis 1:1)it should be obvious that the Creator God sili His creation beyond the
farthest stars and deep in the tiniest moleculbderd are nsecret placedehind closed doors in the
White House, in the pastor’s study, in the pulpibat in the forest.God is everywhere.In spite of what
our feeble senses tell us, God is both magnifibelyond our reach and yet abiding near and deas.to u
“For this is what the high and lofty One says — lweho lives forever, whose name is holy: ‘I live in a
high and holy place, but also with him who is coite and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of &
lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite.(Isaiah 57:15 NIV)

All who trust in Jesus can see Him with the eyelsith, ever helpful, ever near. We do not want
to hide from God or try to hide our sins from Himther. He has already washed away our guilt with H



holy precious blood. When you’ve paid off your caryour mortgage on your house, the paper no longe
threatens you. It's such a cause for celebratiah $ometimes churches will burn their mortgageepap
when land and buildings are finally paid off. Girpaid our debt in full with His own perfect litend
innocent death. Now it's time to celebrate Hiscgrédy running to do His will.Run, but don’t Hide!

As the old English translators put‘it,will run the way of thy commandments, when thaghalt enlarge
my heart.” (Psalm 119:32 KJV)And all the more because....

A\ God is all there is. (v.25-29)

The first time | heard this expression was frora #lder Professor Wendland teaching at our
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary shortly after his nettrom central Africa. “God is all there is.” Tk
about that when every hope and dream seems to tzumthe dust. When every friend you thought you
had seems to vanish with the morning mist. Wheonme fails and health goes down the drain, think
about what God told Abraham in our Old Testamerssbe last Sunday?l am your shield, your very
great reward.” (Genesis 15:1 NIV) Abraham had every human reason to be afraid $ieckead just been
forced to call out his own personal army to reseaphew Lot from four victorious kings a long way
away. Could he really be safe in the Promised Lahdre he was only a stranger and still did noheve
own enough land to bury his dead?”am your shield, your very great reward,is a great reminder that
God is all there is And the Jews of Jeremiah’s day really needdahtav that.

Try putting yourself in Jeremiah’s sandals for aute. God keeps telling you that His own
chosen city of Jerusalem will be destroyed, the/ wely where He chose to put His Name in Solomon’s
magnificent Temple, which, by the way, would algodacked and burned. You try to stay quiet knowing
very well what people will do if you tell them sugings. But it's no use. As Jeremiah descriliesbi
graphically,“But if | say, ‘I will not mention him or speak anymore in his name,’ his word is in my
heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my bones. | ameary of holding it in; indeed, | cannot.{Jeremiah 20:9
NIV) Holding it in only made the prophet sick. He hadet it out.

But all the other prophets were having designeahs. They kept competing with each other for
the most fantastic way to tell the Jewish kings #adr army that help would arrive from Egypt tover
the Babylonian conquerors back away to the novithat could Jeremiah do when his message was just
the opposite and sounded so traitorous by humanlatds?

The same Word of God that caused him so much leowhs the powerful motivator for the
beleaguered prophet. TherD wanted everyone to know that in spite of the thett they refused to
listen to Him, He was certainly listening to thefi: have heard what the prophets say who prophesy
lies in my name. They say, ‘| had a dream! | haddaeam!” How long will this continue in the heartsfo
these lying prophets, who prophesy the delusionshaiir own minds? They think the dreams they tell
one another will make my people forget my name,tjas their fathers forgot my name through Baal
worship.” Baal was an ancient fertility god, worshiped ngies of gross sexuality intended to arouse
Baal and his consort Ashtoreth for humans, herdiscaops to flourish. Our modern obsession with sex
shows how little has changed in human hearts ite gffiall God’s punishment on sex outside of mgeia
Only in Christ can normal people find the self ¢ohthat delivers from the deadly sins of the flegknd
only in Christ could prophets like Jeremiah fin@ ttourage to keep speaking out against wickedmess i
high places and putrid sins in the cesspools aesoc

So the Lord continues to declare through Jerentamting the false prophets and encouraging
His faithful preachers:“Let the prophet who has a dream tell his dream,tdat the one who has my
word speak it faithfully. For what has straw to deith grain?” declares the Lord. “Is not my word |l
fire,” declares the Lord, “and like a hammer thatrbaks a rock in pieces?” The Day of reckoning
would come like a fire in a dry stubble field orhammer that shatters a rock, when workmen need
goggles. But come the Judgment Day, no goggle®ektinguishers will be of any use. Only therRD
can shield us on that Day.
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That's ultimately whyGod is all there is. Still today there are “the preachers who pre&eh t
lie...,” because embedded in every false teachinpadie that man can somehow contribute at least
something to make his relationship right with Godet “all our righteous acts are like filthy rags”
(Isaiah 64:6) since we arésinful from the time [our] mother conceived [us]{Psalm 51:5) and by nature
“dead in [our] transgressions and sins.{Ephesians 2:1) The damage of what Americans today call
“spirituality,” personal religion without God’s Wdror command or promise — the damage is clear.
Falsehood discourages believers, and hardens awbediin their unrepentant sif. Ezekiel 13:22f) We
need God to reconcile us if we are ever to know peace.

God guards us frorthe lie with the true and faithful preaching of His holgspired and inerrant
Word. Listen carefully and see how theAD's Christ holdssteady as a rock along the seashore against
the crashing waves. He isriable as daylight every morning. In His powerful hamgsecurity no one
can breachpermanence that will not decaygontinuance that stretches both directions into eternity. His
fidelity is unmatched by the most high tech sound systdia.truth is absolute. When He says, “I love
you,” He proves it, even at the cost of His owndshkod and innocent life. He is absolutédithful in
keeping all His promises, right down to the lashfpad, self-sacrificing detail.

Knowing God as “faithful,” you can understand dedl in your heart of hearts th&od is all
there is. It's not a fright, but a blessing to know tl@add is everywhere Who would want tddide from
such a kind and loving God? But we surely do warfRun the way of His commandments. Focused
close on Jesus we find all we need day by dayel$ur Him, the best is yet to be — in heaven etlyn
Amen.
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