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Such Great Faith!

T Undeserving works (vv.1-6)
* Powerful Word (vv.7-10)

In the name of Jesus, our powerful and loving Sadear fellow servants of God:

One thing that really bothers people about Clanisty is the power-love question: “If God is truly
loving, does He not have the power to end all suf§® And if God has the power, is His love lagiin
It is as impossible for us to wrap our minds arothmel power and love of God as it would be to draw a
map of the bottom of the ocean. We can’t seeatcan’t go there, and things can change underethe s

But one of the things that really convinces meRBlide is true is the way it so vividly portrayseth
power and love of God. These are not abstracoghyihies deeper than the sea. God’s power and love
are meant for real people with real lives, realeland weaknesses of their own. In fact, in talay’
Gospel Lesson we see God’s power and love at work most unlikely character and with a strange
collection of friends. This could have escalategidnd a culture clash to a twisted religious waut we
look closely and see no doubt, no conflict. WeSegh Great Faith! — yes, in an unlikely character.

T Undeserving works (vv.1-6)

Unless you survived a war zone and felt the temod hatred of being conquered by cruel
oppressors, you can’'t appreciate the friendshig.héthe Roman Empire had crushed all the countries
across the Mediterranean world and saved soms ofutlest tactics for the Jews. They in turn $@mde
of the deepest hatred for the Romans because tie Were God’s chosen people. To have Gentile
pagans in control of the Promised Land, taxingitthurt and scourging the people was more thant mos
Jews could tolerate. But they had to because timaRs had the bigger army and stronger weapons.

Jesus is just passing through the tough days sfddrly ministry. His own townspeople of
Nazareth have tried to kill Him. And the Jewishgieus leaders are looking for ways to get ridHiim
because He keeps healing on the Sabbath Day amdjghings that really irritate them. Now when He
comes to His new home base in Capernaum, GaldgsesJets quite a surprise, a very pleasant one.

As God’s own Son and the Word of God Incarnatsugddinished everything He had to say to the
people, then came into towihere a centurion’s servant, whom his master valuadhly, was sick and
about to die. The centurion heard of Jesus and seame elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come
and heal his servant. When they came to Jesus, thleaded earnestly with him, “This man deserves to
have you do this, because he loves our nation aad built our synagogue.”

Can you see the miracles that have already hagdferdot at the bottom of the sea, but in the
heart and life of this Gentile Roman officer? Wiguld he care about his servant so much unlesssGod’
love already got to his heart? And why would hedstor Jesus unless he believed God’s Word of power
that the Rabbi from Nazareth kept speaking anddduthe love behind Jesus’ miracles. People who by
all rights should have been his sworn enemies canedigh to carry the man’s miracle request to Jesus
And it was more of a miracle than our English ttamgns suggest because the centurion literally
requested that Jesus “completely save” his dyingas¢. The Jews were convinced the man was
righteous because his love for God’'s chosen pespteved in the way he bankrolled their house of
worship. They came close beside Jesus, pleadingsdy for a miracle for this man living besidetin

Do you ever doubt Jesus’ love for you? We aliggite at times. But Jesus sweeps away our fears
with His love in action, so natural, so smoothtty@u almost miss it. Listen?Jesus went with them.”
That's it! No questions asked. No accusatididesus went with them’in God’s love and power.



And that's when He got the big surprise of faitBveryone needs a miracle long before the one
they request. All of us human beings are conceawsd born in sin and would be destined for eternal
death in hell far, far away from God’s love and pow We needed a miracle to save us from eternal
torment. God promised to provide, and the Romariuc®n had heard God’s promises in the Jewish
synagogue. He heard and believed in the Messiabrte through the Jewish nation. Now that was a
miracle. So was getting along with the Jews amthtp his servant and asking God for help. Butzhis
There’s another miracle here which shows the pa#&od’s Word like few other things can. Because
here you have a complete change in the stubbode pfiman.

Remember now, this is a tough Roman soldier, atdust a private, but a fairly high ranking
officer. Can you imagine Jesus’ surprise at thi4€ was not far from the house when the centurion
sent friends to say to him: “Lord, don’t trouble ywself, for | do not deserve to have you come under
my roof.” Wait a minute! The Roman conqueror does not sesdif even equal to a Jewish rabbi to be
under the same roof — even his own roof? Thagtrifriends. The miracle of humble faith convidce
this man that all the good things he did in his,ldll his good works and charitable gifts werechlisly
Undeserving wor ks before God. Truly, here it is in action, God’s...

r Powerful Word (w.7-10)

The centurion’s not finished:Lord, don’t trouble yourself, for | do not deservéo have you
come under my roof. That is why | did not even sialer myself worthy to come to you.He sees his
personal sin so clearly that he does not feel waidlhcome to Jesus. Do we feel that way when wigo
church, that we are entering the house of God Atiyigy God the Holy One? The One God who cannot
tolerate even the slightest sins of greed and maéisgn? Do we see how unworthy we are as indivglua
as a congregation, as a synod to come into God'sepce with offerings of money which He gave to us
by gifts of a job, good health, an education armmme to match?

But God’'sPowerful Word is just getting started in the centurion’s hedte also says to Jesus
through his friends;Say the word, and my servant will be healed. Formiyself am a man under
authority, with soldiers under me. | tell this onéGo,” and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,” and he
comes. | say to my servant, ‘Do this,” and he da€s Jesus, you don’'t even have to come here. | don't
deserve to have you in my house or to come intg holy presence. | know you have the love to help
and heal my servant boy. But | also believe yowerthe power to simply say the word and get it done
No medicine, no tests, no therapy, no drugs — youjuast get it done with GodRower ful Word.

God’s Son sees the miracle plain and cleathen Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and
turning to the crowd following him, he said, “I télyou, | have not found such great faith even in
Israel.” Among all His fellow Jews, the chosen people of Gual one had this kind of faith in God’s
love and His power to help and heal from a distarlde way would Jesus let God®owerful Word be
undone.Then the men who had been sent returned to the loaad found the servant well.

Do you and | feel guilty sometimes because ofghiwe leave undone, kind words left unspoken,
angry words too many to remember? Do we wonder God can possibly love people like us? Do we
feel our own weakness to relieve the suffering tdhvaed one? Do we wish we could do more to help in
our community those who are really hurting in basy soul? Do we wish we had the resources to get
our dear Wisconsin Synod back on track, not jushtaming ministry but expanding and growing once
again? Does it trouble us to see our schoolsrwtinen we’d like them thriving and our future st
and teachers graduating debt-free? They'll feeirtiveakness in ministries unable to pay off edooat
debts. They'll feel the need for God’s love andvpn But here in the Roman centurion we see it in
brilliant, down-to-earth, bound-for-heaven glorysuch Great Faith! May God have mercy on our
Undeserving works and bless us with Hi®owerful Word to face our problems squarely in full
confidence of God’s power and love to help anddalh For the sake of His blood shed on the cross f
us all, may the Name of God be praised! Amen.
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