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Blessings from the Triune God

T Graciousrewardsfrom Jesus (vv.12-15)
%/ Soul-quenching water from the Spirit (vv.16,17)
@ Warnings of love from the Father (vv.18-21)

In the name of the Father and of the Son and offfthlg Spirit, dearly redeemed believers:

In Revelation Bible class a few years ago, it agal me that some Christians find this last book
of Bible too frightening. On one hand this mayHmnest acceptance of God’s Word. But true fear of
God can only grow as we take to heart both the mvgsnand promises of God. Our sinful nature should
be stopped by the Law-predictions of doom and glémmall those who reject God’s grace in Christut B
our new nature thrives on the Gospel-powered presrisat God will guard and keep us safe all the way
home to heaven. Too many Lutherans have sinnegatdmtically ignoring Revelation. God calls us to
repent for our lack of attention, taking away freme prophecy of this book, to repent along withtlad
millennialists and futurists who keep trying to attéir own opinions and ideas on top of God’s Word.
We want to bend the knee in humble awe and grdyatdeiveBlessings from the Triune God.

T Graciousrewardsfrom Jesus (vv.12-15)

“Rewards” should not scare God-fearing Christians. Jesus, 4ghold, | am coming soon! My
reward is with me, and | will give to everyone acdimg to what he has done.”We are taught from
childhood that we deserve nothing but God’'s wratlkl aternal punishment. And the list of those
“outside” the heavenly Jerusalem backs that up. Everyosensewhere in this listoutside” with “the
dogs” as Jews called us Gentiles. Maybe we don'’t petlyofyaractice magic arts,” but have we let
Walt Disney and Harry Potter entertain us into &tigg how God hates those who try to control His
creation with supernatural powers? Our post-Glanstociety loves what God condemns, but “sorcérers
are“outside” of heaven with altthe sexually immoral.” That's not just homosexuals, but everyone who
commits the act outside of marriage whether philgicaentally, or emotionally with actors on TV.nd
“‘murderers”? That's everyone who has ever had hatred in éastHor another human being, such as
holding a grudge or failing to forgive‘ldolaters” fear, love and trust in someone or something more
than God, such as job, spouse, sports and holth@®y or the lack of it. When God sa¥all men are
liars” (Psalm 116:11; cp. Romans 3:4Jis holy Law puts uSoutside” heaven with everyorievho loves and
practices falsehood.”How could anyone not tremble at thiery lake of burning sulfur”?

But don’t run away too soon. Let Jesus finisham the Alpha and the Omega, the First and
the Last, the Beginning and the End. Blessed ar@sk who wash their robes, that they may have the
right to the tree of life and may go through the @ into the city.” From eternity God saw our Fall
with Adam. But way back ifithe Beginning” Jesus was volunteering to shed the only innoceradbl
that could wash away our “doggie do’s” whatevenfdhey take. To remove the stain and stench of our
sins, God needs no “Fabrise,” just the gentle wdrisy His Good News that say$on, be of good
cheer; thy sins be forgiven theévatthew 9:2 KJV) “Blessed are those who wash their robesy faith in
the blood of Jesus. Antblessed” is so much more than “happy.” Here on edtitessed” means
knowing that no matter what, God will work out exbing for our eternal good and turn even our
tragedies into victoriegRomans 8:28)And hereafter in heavethlessed” means being able to see and feel
God’s goodness in glorified bodies and all arounthat holy environment freed from the curse ofin
God’s perfect creation. And when everything etsgone, won't it great to see Jesu&he Last’? He
will still be standing when kings and kingdoms faBecause of Christ, heaven’s gates stand opea wid
for everyone who believes in Him. Enter and eanffthe tree of life” whose glories never end. No, we
do not deservBlessings from the Triune God, but we look forward t@racious rewards from Jesus.



v/ Soul-quenching water from the Spirit (vv.16,17)

“Fear not,” said the angel, that first Christmas Eve when J&usst was born. We know the
angel’s words because the Holy Spirit inspired Likerecord his‘glad tidings of great joy...for all
people”in Luke 2. The Holy Spirit was busy inspiring affes and prophets for over 1600 years, without
error right up to the end of this last book of tBile. He inspired John with seven visions in the
Revelation of Jesus Christ. Poor John was exitethe island of Patmos, separated from home aretllov
ones in Ephesus miles across the se. But one $@uthgranted him these visions that must havedast
like the tallest, coolest, most refreshing drinktbe island. Here’s what John heard as the viaias just
beginning to disappear?l, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this itesiny for the churches.”
Remember how close John was to Jesuthasdisciple Jesus loved (John 13:23) It must have felt so
good to hear Jesus sayam the Root and the Offspring of David, and theight Morning Star.”

And you know why it felt so good. When we're fiegl sad, it simply means our souls are thirsty
for the encouragement only God can give, and witiehHoly Spirit pours out with such refreshing
generosity in His inspired Scriptures. The Psdn® over with spiritual liquid to soothe us deegide.
Still, we need the Holy Spirit to strengthen usitodown and read or get out and walk while listgnio
the Word of God. But bottthe Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” They want to fill our glass like
every time you read a great Bible passage or heaspecially comforting sermon. Then when someone
says he or she is struggling with the same thiog, khow how good it feels to share the same comfort
because your are the Bride of Christ, a memberi®hHdly, invisible Church of all believers. Trusgiin
Christ alone, along with the Spirit, the bride saySome!” And let him who hears say, “Come!”
Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishket him take the free gift of the water of life.

@ Warnings of love from the Father (vv.18-21)

The only time we hear this kind of emotion in Aman media today is when a father lost his son
fighting for America’s freedom, only to find har@re ingratitude back home. Some people mock his
son’s sacrifice while exercising the very rightftee speech for which his son died. God the Fajhee
up His one and only Son in a volunteer rescue omskir every man, woman and child. That includés a
the Muslims killing Christians today in the namettedir “Allah.” Christ died for all His fellow Jesvwho
persecuted early Christians and for the Romansmnaliied Him to the cross. He died for all whetheayt
believe it or not. And God our Father so intensedynts us saved through this Word that He saysigiro
John,“l warn everyone who hears the words of the proglyeof this book: If anyone adds anything to
them, God will add to him the plagues describedtlms book. And if anyone takes words away from
this book of prophecy, God will take away from hinis share in the tree of life and in the holy city,
which are described in this book.From beginning to end the Bible is just the \ilag Father wants it.

You see, no one is excluded from the salvatiorghbband paid for with blood by the Father’s only
Son. God wants everyone to feel their spirituaistrwhen “they hear and believe that all sinneii$ lve
kept outside the walls of the heavenly Jerusaldat, all sinners will be cast into the lake of fusless
they wash their robes in the cleansing flood tl@at$ from the fountain opened on the cross. Arttiely
are thirsty they are welcome to come. If they wgrthey can have it, without any further condiigo It
is there as a free gift, theirs ‘without money avithout cost,’ as Isaiah sayss:1)" *

Yes, God'sundeserved love in Christ is all we need to encourage and empawsethrough this
great tribulation, past the gates of heavenly llisglory. What we could never earn by our wotkg,
Triune God of the Bible gives freely in Christ abonrighteousness, salvation, and the hand of taith
receive it with joyful eagerness. For this inddsale gift our lips will overflow with endless psa
when at last we see this little drop of time dissgpin the sea of eternity. Our Savior sdy®s, | am
coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. The graceld Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen.
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