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Hidden in the Savior’'s Feast

T So simple we miss the glory
1w Full price for our salvation

In the name of Jesus, our glorious Savior, deadigemed disciples, heirs of eternal life:

Imagine your masterpiece, something you'd workadfar years until it was just the way you
wanted. Years ago an issue Bfne Woodworking pictured a gorgeous black walnut cabinet,
unquestionably the work of a master craftsman. oNe could figure out why he drove a 16 penny nalil
into the polished front of one of the doors. Butatvif you had a prized flower garden like one of o
members? Some deer ate their way down the linttingpout one blossom after another until nothing
was left but trampled petals. Dear Christians byt no one can improve on the masterpiece of the
Master Himself.Behold the Hidden Glory of the CrossHidden in the Savior’'s Feast.It’s...

T So simple we miss the glory

Jesus instituted His Sacrament of Holy Communionop the glorious simplicity of the Passover
in Egypt 1500 years earlier. Pharaoh refused tdGled’s people go as commanded by therib's
prophet Moses. Nine devastating plagues only madi®haraoh’s unbelief, until th@kD made it very
simple. He had the Israelites slaughter a mald leoneach family at twilight and paint the blood the
doorposts of all their homes. That night the deatbel killed the firstborn son of every Egyptiaam
and animal, but passed over the blood-protectedebarh the Israelites. Finally Pharaoh could se¢ th
disobedience to God could only result in deathr “Bw wages of sin is death....(Romans 6:23a)

Yet like Pharaoh the rest of nsss the gloryin our Savior'ssimple words. While Jesus and His
Twelve disciples were celebrating the Passolesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, andegav
to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is lbgdy.” Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offér
it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. Ths is my blood of the covenant, which is poured fwt
many for the forgiveness of sinsThose were sins they were committing still thighty arguing about
who was the greatest. So stuck on their own inapeg that no one could do the servant’s work of
washing each other’s feet. In the celebration ofi'& pastglory in Egypt they missed the glorious
simplicity of Jesus’ loving service on the way e tcross.

Don’t we alsomiss the glory? In many Lutheran homes the conversation goe®thomg like
this: “Are we going to Communion today? Let’'s sd&l we go last time? Then maybe we should go
today.” Perhaps even tonight in your heart or hdhee glory of the Savior's Feastwas hidden in
thoughts like this: “Well, it's Maundy Thursdayl. guess | better go to Lord’s Supper since everyone
takes Communion today.” How can we excuse our groptemony any more than those who parade
Christ’s body and blood, or worship it, or saysibinly symbolized something the Savior's Feas?
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The powerfulGlory of the Crossis Hidden in the Savior's Feastin His simple words:“Take
and eat; this is my body....Drink from it, all of yourhis is my blood of the covenant, which is poured
out for many for the forgiveness of sins. The One who said that was conceived by the HplyitSnd
born of the virgin Mary as proof thabothing is impossible with God.(Luke 1:37) We do not need to
understand how He can be truly present in His Flpper. But to trust Jesus isBehold the Hidden
Glory of the Cross— Hidden in the Savior's Feast Such simple faith reaps the benefits of the...

1w Full price for our salvation

Pharaoh missed the glorious truth tttae wages of sin is death, but the gift of Godegernal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”(Romans 6:23)When our Lord Jesus Christ sa{Bake and eat; this is my
body,” He is giving us His Last Will and Testament. Hevg no family stocks, no bulging investment
portfolio. There was no family china, no polish&lver and gold, no cabin up north. Jesus hadimgth
of earthly treasure to give. So He gave sometfangetter, priceless beyond measure. He gave élims
He said,“This is my body...this is my blood...given and shed fgou.” Only hours away from the
crown of thorns, bloody flogging, the nails, theeap the cruelest suffering of the cross, Jesus was
thinking about you. He made you His beneficiade gave Himselffor you.”

Pharaoh may never have seen the blood paintedtheomldorposts of Jewish homes in Egypt.
Americans watching Charlton Hesston’s classic moViee Ten Commandments, this time of year,
probably won’t make the connection either. Thatoent blood of the male lamb pointed ahead to the
innocent blood of God’s own Softhe Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the wbtl (John 1:29)

What we receive when we drink the Word-poweredewmLord’s Supper Jesus calimyy blood
of the new covenant.”Remember? Half way between the first Passoweittaen first Lord’s Supper, the
prophet Jeremiah was given a message of great coamo peace to believers who would see the temple
burned and God’s people carried into BabylonianeExiWe also need this encouragemeétwill make
a new covenant with the house of Israel and wittethouse of Judah. It will not be like the covenaint
made with their forefathers when | took them by the&and to lead them out of Egypt....This is the
covenant | will make...: | will forgive their wickedess and will remember their sins no more.”
(Jeremiah 31:31-34 NIV)That’s glory worth all the wealth of the worldknow God forgives us all.

Christ's“blood of the new covenantput into effect His Last Will and Testament thatkes us
heirs of eternal life. This is what our churchhiats called the “medicine of immortality.” Breadda
wine could only sustain the body. But Christ’s p@ehd blood — in, with and under the bread and wine
sustain body and soul for all eternity. All thaasMeft to make this medicine work, all that hadhéodone
to bring about His Last Will and Testament, wadaitow through on Good Friday. With disciples ktil
unwilling to humbly serve each other or admit theded for His divine help, Jesus would press diméo
cross. He gave them His Holy Supper to strengthem in what would be their darkest hour.

Such strength He gives to us today. No way cammwpeove on His holy masterpiece. In every
way He wants us to love Him more and serve eacér aththe joyful eagerness of faith. No nailshe t
door fronts, no scattered petals in trampled gazdeNo new theories abohbw or when. We come
instead with hearts broken because of sin, soutstyHor the salvation which God alone can giwye
come in faith to Him who would rather think abouwt that about Himself. We come humbly, penitently
to the One who gave Himself into death for us 8ly dear fellow ChristiangBehold the Hidden Glory
of the Cross — in the Savior's FeastHere issimple glory, the full price for our salvation. Here is of
forgiveness full and free for you and me. Amen.
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