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Trust Our Faithful God

T Accompanied by Christ (vv.1-5)
T Warned acrossthe ages (vv.6-10)
T Encouraged in temptation (vv.11-13)

In the name of Christ, our Rock, dear trustingdiah ofOur Faithful God:

One of the TV shows that almost makes cable wibiehcost isDigging for the Truth with Josh
Bernstein. His skill at wilderness survival angldoof archaeology and the outdoors are most pojular
the History Channel. Recently, the cameras werediback 3000 years to the most powerful Pharaoh,
Rameses Il. He may not be the Pharaoh of the Bxdalut our lesson today needs you to know why
Rameses Il has more statues to his name than hey Bharaoh. Earlier Pharaohs had their names and
cartouches embossed by stone masons who carvedlavbgckground to make raised letters. Rameses’
men skillfully leveled the old carvings and engrgs name deep into the stone as if to say, “Yoo'tv
remove me as | did those other guys!” This Phaksatited to carve an eternal name for himself inesto

Remember those deep impressions today as theogsakioly Spirit carves God’s saving Word
deep into our hearts and souls. We live in theggeand mercy of no earthly ruler, dead and gonerisC
our King, lives and rules eternally. His Nameh®wee every name. He engraves His truth for ubrtast
Our Faithful God through all the deserts of life to the Promisedd_ahheaven, all the way...

T Accompanied by Christ (vv.1-5)

Some say, “Ignorance is bliss,” but it's deadlyspiritual matters. That's why the Apostle Paul
must teach the wayward Corinthians!l do not want you to be ignorant..., brothers, thabur
forefathers were all under the cloud and...all pass#édarough the sea. They were all baptized into
Moses in the cloud and in the sea. They all ate $a@me spiritual food and drank the same spiritual
drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock thabccompanied them, and that rock was Christ.”

We need to understand what happened to the kmselith Moses in order that we too may be
Accompanied by Christ. Remember that Jesus Christ is the eternal GumdSecond Person of the
Trinity, eternally active in world history beforeeHvas born of the virgin Mary to suffer under Posti
Pilate, to be crucified and rise again. Long befde took on human flesh and blood, Jesus was igakin
His Presence known to comfort, guide and bless $&pdbple bound for the Promised Land. After ten
plagues convinced Pharaoh to let God’s people basGvas‘the angel of God, who had been traveling
in front of Israel’'s army, [who then] withdrew andvent behind them. The pillar of cloud also moved
from in front and stood behind them, coming betwettre armies of Egypt and Israel. Throughout the
night the cloud brought darkness to the one sidedalight to the other side; so neither went near the
other all night long.” (Exodus 14:19f NIV) Christ was protecting God’s people in front aetibd.

Do you see your “rear guard” surrounding you wWithe and protection?Your light will break
forth like the dawn, and your healing will quicklappear; then your righteousness will go before you,
and the glory of the brD will be your rear guard.”(Isaiah 58:8 NIV) Ancient Israelites wertaptized
into Moses in the cloud and in the sealfut we have been connected with Christ in our Bapto be
blessed as His responsibility. Whenever we heat’ssWord we drink‘from the spiritual rock that
accompanie[s us], and that rock [is] Christ. The more challenging your life, the more deeply peed
to drink. Hard times drinking from Christ are hbé&r than wandering life’s sands alone.

With such advantageSccompanied by Christ, why was“God..not pleased with most of them
[that] their bodies were scattered over the deserAh, deep impressions pounded into our souls ta be



T Warned acrossthe ages (vv.6-10)

“Now these things occurred as examplegdrved like deep letters, “to keep us from setting our
hearts on evil things as they did.” While Moses was on Mount Sinai receiving God'snTe
Commandments, the Israelites were on fire withrdeddown below worshiping the golden calf. If not f
Moses’ pleading, the @rRD would have destroyed them all right then and thdrater, near Moab, their
“sexual immorality” worshiping in Baal orgie$n one day [got] twenty-three thousand of thenkilled.
They thought they coultest the LORD,” but only got more Israelitékilled by snakes.”

Christians who have heard all this before are yagvabout now. You can almost hear our self-
righteous, careless hearts going off like cell g®all over the place: “We’re not at Mount Sin&ie
don’t worship golden calves. And we steer cleasrgies. Who's Baal anyway?”

This only proves how badly we need toWearned across the ages. For instance, is worship the
highlight of the Lord’s day or is it something elsben we’re finally done?amos 8:5 Sports, electronic
toys or your favorite hobby? Is it the next danagjr last date or nasty things said about you3tifing
crowding out God’s Word chains you to your idot. may have a different face than Baal, but good or
bad, whatever draws my mind and heart away fromssipnate love of God’s Word, needs to be dumped
on the garbage heap of contrition and repentaesejtldrag me down and damn me with idolaterdaf o

And just in case any of us think we’'ve escapeddp®Varned across the ages, Paul has one
more: “And do not grumble, as some of them did—and weikekl by the destroying angel.”

T Encouraged in temptation (vv.11-13)

He’s not just talking about children grumbling abtheir food. It also angers God when adults
are not thankful for His blessings. So your wifek®s a great spaghetti with those grainy wheatlesod
Do you thank the Lord for His blessings, or grur?bl&o your husband isn’'t around as much as you'd
like. Do you thank the Lord you have a faithfulshand and make the best of your times together — or
grumble? Do you grumble you're not bigger andregey, smarter and prettier, richer or more popular
or give thanks to God for two good legs and evattytg glorify Him? All of us are sorely tempted t
grumble. We constantly fail to give thanks. Thathy,“these things happened to them as examples,”
pounded deep impressions, “and were written down as warnings for us, on whatme fulfillment of the
ages has come. So, if you think you are standingnfj be careful that you don't fall!”

Jesus died for all our sins of idolatry and grumdpl So don’t be too quick to give up. Instead
pray, praise and give thanks. Doesn’t He promis&fore they call | will answer; while they are ki
speaking | will hear.”(Isaiah 65:24 NIV) Even in little things He cares for you. Years agrayed for help
to cut the raised panels on my oak desk. | watkast to my bookshelf and pulled off a magazinearge
earlier God gave me the explanation. When | asked, showed how He had already answered.

In our suffering we forget our Lord Jesus alwayless with us. When you feel alone, remember,
“No temptation has seized you except what is commomman.” Or as Peter sayS8Your brothers
throughout the world are undergoing the same kindl sufferings.” (1 Peter 5:9 NIV) Quit feeling sorry
for yourself and get busy praying for them too.efitbeEncouraged because Christ prays for you.

You don’'t need to chisel away everyone else’s mqshments to carve a name for yourself.
God put His Name-reputation on you at your BaptismChrist you're famous! Your name is written in
heaven. God cannot forget you because He carvaedname on the palm of His hand. He never stops
thinking about you, watching over you and helpirayy So if your life feels like a burning building,
listen. He’s coming in Word and sacrament. Ddrytto escape your problems by grabbing the hot
handle and running into the fire. Be patient amt Wy the window becaus&od is faithful; he will not
let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. Buemwkiou are tempted, he will also provide a way out
so that you can stand up under it.” It is God’s glory for His children to succeed im& and eternity.
Trust Our Faithful God. Trustin Christ alone. Amen.
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