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Stand Solid as the Saints of God

T Live by the pattern of the apostles.(vv.17-19)
T Wait for the power of the Lord. (vw.20 - 4:1)

In the name of Jesus, our solid Savior from siay d@ly ones of God:

What if we wanted to experiment on American sg€ietA prominent child psychologist could
convince parents that all physical punishment iddchbuse. Churches could debunk sound Bible
teaching. About ten years later we could deal it resulting teenage depression by telling them,
“You're special.” Preschoolers could learn to stogthe tune of “Frere Jacques,” “I am specialm a
special. Look at me. Look at me.” After anothgenty years can you imagine the results? Youtdon’
have to. Psychologists have been surveying cobtggents with a “Narcissistic Personality Invegtor
since 1982. They discovered that love of selfltawve benefits such as meeting new people or gedting
American Idol. And you know how well teens deal with rejectimm that show. Lack of sympathy for
others, anger at criticism, promoting self overpired your neighbor, broken romance, dishonesty and
even violence to gain financial prosperity — whate#f-destructive life pattern for college freshraf
solution? One tentative psychologist suggestserrfifssiveness seems to be a component....A potential
antidote would be more authoritative parentingsd.imdulgence might be called fot.”

As always, the dear Holy Spirit has a better sohjtone that really works now and forever. To
children of all ages He sayStand Solid as the Saints of Gadirst...,

T Live by the pattern of the apostles.(vv.17-19)

Human selfishness is nothing new. The term “garsm” comes from ancient Greek mythology
about a youth named Narcissus who rejected a wanave and hopelessly longed for his own reflection
in a pool of water. What else was it but self-larel self-advancement in the Garden of Eden when ou
first parents spurned our Creator’s loving care emuose death instead to ‘t&e God knowing good and
evil”? (Genesis 3:5,22)When the Lord’s Apostle Paul describes his caltwe can relate?As | have often
told you before and now say again even with teargny live as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their
destiny is destruction, their god is their stomadmd their glory is in their shame. Their mind isno
earthly things.” We would say, “They are obsessed with earthiygi’ Self is still the motivation for
psychologists trying to help today’s youth. Theyyogive reasons like personal and societal bemefit
curing at least some of these narcissistic tendenchfter nearly 6500 years of this world’s higteimce
creation, we sinful human beings are still jusinigyto please ourselves.

The problem did not start in the ‘60’s, nor doesnily affect our youth. Another God-inspired
writer named James hits much closer to our homesrarriages when he asKgyhat causes fights and
guarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desirthat battle within you? You want something
but don't get it. You Kkill and covet, but you canhbave what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do
not have, because you do not ask God. When you gsi{,do not receive, because you ask with wrong
motives, that you may spend what you get on yowaplres. You adulterous people, don’t you know
that friendship with the world is hatred toward G8dAnyone who chooses to be a friend of the world
becomes an enemy of God. Or do you think Scriptsegs [in vain: ‘The Spirit who dwells in us
strongly opposes envy’'®ETNT] But he gives us more grace. That is why Scriptways: ‘God opposes
the proud but gives grace to the humble.” Submiuyselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and hi¢ wi
flee from you. Come near to God and he will comean¢o you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and
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purify your hearts, you double-minded. Grieve, mouand wail. Change your laughter to mourning
and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before ttard, and he will lift you up.” (James 4:1-10 NIV)

This sin of selfishness is a cancer that needsetsurgically removed by the sharp scalpel of
God’'s Word. The first deep cut is repentance. tBatGreat Physician of our souls only wants td bhea
He teaches us to grieve over our sins of “me-fi@gid-last and neighbor later” attitudes as we naisus
God’s money, time and talent. Who can look up tal ®vith such sins? Don’'t we have to stand at a
distance and with every tearful beat of our healgad,“God, have mercy on me, a sinne?” Jesus says,

“I tell you that [the tax collector], rather thanhe [proud Pharisee], went home justified before God
For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled,dcahe who humbles himself will be exaltedluke
18:14 NIV) Paul, James and countless Christians have huadohytted their sins to God and accepted the
forgiveness Jesus won for all with His perfect hfed innocent suffering and death on the crossiew

life of humble repentance is what Paul means wleegdys, Join with others in following my example,
brothers, and take note of those who live accordioghe pattern we gave you.Better than heroes, we
need role models who can show us how to live Ihe ‘holy ones.” TheseSaints God figures to be
everyone who trusts in the life and death of Jdésusighteousness and holinesStand Solid as the
Saints of God and Live by the pattern of the apostleswho in humble repentance, put God first,
neighbor next and self last. Pick up your crossfatlow Jesus while here below we steadfastly...

T Wait for the power of the Lord. (vw.20 - 4:1)

One of the reasons little boys don’t make verydygardeners is that they want to keep digging up
the seeds to see if they're growing. It's harccédch any fish if you're splashing around in thetava
looking for them. A cozy, warm tree fort might notke the best deer stand if you're asleep when the
big buck goes by. What do all these have in conindine same thing that makes Americans angry if
checkout lines get longer than two or three de@fe’re just plain impatient. High speed Internetess
is never fast enough for all we want to do. Waitin traffic is “unbearable!” Now or yesterdayviden
we want whatever. Never is how long we want tot iaianything good.

Lord, forgive us for our impatience, for the shénh&vay we reflect the sins of our society by our
lust for instant gratification and personal advanest instead of the eternal glory of God. You have
given us such great encouragement to wait for ¢eels of your Gospel to grow in our hearts and lives
instead of digging them up like little boys. Help as skillful fishers of men to stop splashinguad in
the water and wait for your Word and sacramentsdik at your own time in your own way. Keep us
from settling down so deeply in our little treetfothat we miss the grand opportunities you bripgnb
this life and the far greater glory you have resdrior us in the eternal harvest of the next.

“Our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly awaitSavior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ,
who, by the power that enables him to bring evermgthunder his control, will transform our lowly
bodies so that they will be like his glorious bodyTalk about betterment of self — not just our redér
souls, but our bodies as well. God’s glory awagisn heaven when Jesus comes to take us hontkatin
“flash... twinkling of an eye”when Christ calls every soul in every grave to ri@oforth!” —“we will all
be changed...[when] the dead will be raised imperiblega and...[this] perishable [earthly body will]
clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortalith immortality.” (1 Corinthians 15:51-53) Infected
here by sickness and disease, what encouragingtbd)gait for the power of the Lord! With the same
power that raised Jesus from the dead, He gtiknge these lowly bodies to be glorified like Hiable to
eat, but free from hunger, sickness and deathbownd by time and space like this old, earthbouwdiyp
but traveling more like “Beam me up, Scotty,” irtglory and bliss of eternity with God!

You arethe Saints of Godby faith in Jesus. Patience is a virtue we rectm@ Christ our Lord
and Savior. He still encourages us through Hiy Bglostle Paul:“Therefore, my brothers, you whom |
love and long for, my joy and crown, that is howwahould stand firm in the Lord, dear friends!”
Live by the pattern of the apostles. Wait for thepower of the Lord. And He will be sure we are
secure for all eternity in the glory that is Hisraé to give.Stand Solid as the Saints of GodAmen.
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