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Repent and Live!

T Sin brings death. (vw.1-4)
T The LORD dispenses justice (vv.25-29)
T New life comes inside out(vv.30-32)

In the name of Jesus, our power and motivatidReépent and Live dearly loved of God:

Many people are wondering why the Bible is sudra@ss and disgusting book. It tells some of
the most vivid, violent stories about some of thestiGod-awful people imaginable. Yet the problem i
not this Holy Book. What bothers modern readersentban anything else is that we are looking in the
mirror. The older | get the more disgusted | gghwhat | see when | look at myself in the brigjight
of God’s Law. It exposes everything about me thlaate, then condemns me unconditionally. God’s
Law makes me angry. It's like waking up to feetr@mne cutting on your leg, only to realize you'@ibe
in a car accident. If you discover the doctoremsoving a piece of metal, anger gives way to rellafe
need to realize right away that this pain is for good, that health and healing were on the waychSs
the Bible message, the Holy Spirit’s call from Go@&ood Book for us todayRepent and Live!

T Sin brings death. (v.1-4)

With another hurricane hard on the Gulf Statethaities were not only bracing for the wind and
waves, but for the bad band of looters who appkarflies on a corpse whenever disaster strikesio W
can help feeling angry at how some individuals makad situation worse? Some might even say ®oter
should be shot unless they’re taking food or savsupplies. But imagine how upsetting it wouldibe
authorities went after the children of looters. ai children were punished for the sins of tHathers?

Believe it or not, that's what Ezekiel's fellowwe in Babylonian Exile were demanding of God.
They were quoting this proverb with approvdlfhe fathers eat sour grapes, and the children’seta
are set on edge.’If you know the Conclusion to the Ten Commandmeydu might be able to figure out
why. Remember at Mount Sinai how theRD God spoke ofpunishing the children for the sin of the
fathers to the third and fourth generation..? That sounds like this ancient Jewish proverbretiee
fathers eat sour grapes, but the children puckemug@ punishing overbite. Yet like so many who
misinterpret Scripture, they left out the rest loé tsentence. Oyealous Godsays He punishehe
children for the sin of the fathers to the third ahfourth generation of those who hate me... When
unbelieving children follow their parents’ evil fisteps, God punishes the children for the evil they
themselves are doing. But look what God really twanHe keeps'showing love to a thousand
generations of those who love me and keep my conuinaents.” (Deuteronomy 5:9f)

So God does not like this proverb. Instead, GayssEvery living soul belongs to me, the
father as well as the son — both alike belong to.iné&’our body is not your own. Neither is your soul.
God created both and still claims complete ownersi@od refuses to punish children for the sinthef
fathers unless the children do them too. God say& soul who sins is the one who will die.”

T The LORD dispenses justice (vv.25-29)

Once | asked a Baptist woman for one Bible pasdagerove that children are not held
accountable by God for their sins and thereforaatoneed infant Baptism. Strangely, she pointeithit
eighteenth chapter of Ezekiel. Somehow to her thesant children have not reached “the age of
accountability.” But God say$The soul who sins is the one who will die.’Do infants and children
die? Sadly, yes, they do. If God is not punishmgm for the sins of their fathers, then for whese do
they die? There is only one inescapable answechwKing David understood very well. David



confessed;Surely | was sinful at birth, sinful from the timemy mother conceived me(Psalm 51:5 NIV)
And each of us must admit in the light of God’s Wahat without doing or saying anything we deserve
to die eternally in hell. Because of our sinfuhddion humanity’s death toll remains at 100%.

But that's why I'm so very, very grateful that deas not the last word from God Almighty. It
was never the intention of our loving Creator theirms should ravage this or any land. Death is a
violent intrusion into God’s perfect creation, cadsby the rebellion of our first parents, specifica
Adam, and fueled by our own continual rebellionnasfollow in their footsteps. When early Americans
repented of their sins and sought God’s grace e #z&em from storms, famine and foreign armies, God
graciously helped as He always gladly comes taitief those who ask. But when the children oktho
repentant sinners tear His Ten Commandments fremn ¢burtrooms and insist on going their own way
without God, trashing God’s gift of marriage by alige and homosexuality, God will not stand idly by
and watch. God will not let His grace be trampléthd God refuses to let sinners die without ddthg
level, loving best to show them what He did so lagg to suffer our death and to give us His life.

When Ezekiel talks about thisvicked man [who] turns away from the wickedness Imas
committed and does what is just and right& is describing the fruits of faith. These gromthe lives of
everyone who hears and believes that God sentdfisI&sus to suffer and die in our place. Whenrgou’
so disgusted at your sins that you can hardly syandself, when you hate your life because with@atl
it is no life at all, to hear how God raised HisnSo life for our justification makes you feel lileeconvict
set free from a death sentence you deserved. Maliedy else thinks it's fair. But God the Jud@elb
is totally independent. And all of us who see siarrejoice to see the beauty of our dear Savisusle
Hearing ‘Repent and Live!” is like being snatched from dark, swirling waterkilez a commanding
voice orders, “Get into the boat.” Forgiven sinaer glad to hear the Gospel-call of God.

T New life comes inside out(vv.30-32)

Here’s a lesson for Lutherans. God promiSesijll judge you, each one according to his ways.”
He does not ignore our sins any more than you cmpidre a storm branch blown through your living
room window. You remove the problem; God removedsins. Now He say$Repent!” He’s calling
all sinners to turn away from sin and make surer yiéel shows you believe in Jesus. Faith aloneesav
but faith is never alone. Good works are necessantyfor salvation, but to show you have faith doese
New life comes inside out “Repent! Turn away from all your offenses; then siwill not be your
downfall. Rid yourselves of all the offenses youMeacommitted, and get a new heart and a new spirit.
Why will you die, O house of Israel?’Repentant faith can live even in the eye of a bane.

Repentance is exactly what our country needsirsgantith every sinner here. God is speaking to
you and me:“For | take no pleasure in the death of anyone, dares the Sovereign Lord. Repent and
live!” God earnestly desires that we keep coming to iHirepentance day by day. Twirn away from
all [our] offenses” means first to be sorry for them, then to trusythee forgiven by the blood of Jesus
Christ. It's as if a big bag of rocks has beeretakff our back and hurled into the deep blue s®ame
of those rocks were guilt, some despair, somesseléiss, but all ugly and sure to sink us down ¢o th
bottom of condemnation. But when Christ comesve in our hearts by faith, selfish old worries and
cares disappear. We no longer love created thimggead of our loving Creator. Immediately thedsee
of my neighbor are more important to me than my ,olb&ginning at home and stretching beyond the
horizon to needy neighbors | may never meet tlis ef heaven. Instead of looting God’s storesmét
and money for my own personal pleasures, | eagpdynd myself and all | have on others. Especlally
want to share with them this wonderful Savior Gdabvinelps us throw off the burden of our sins every
day. The mind of Christ gives us respect for Gad'srants, my fellow members and workers in Clwist’
kingdom. Loving faith rides high on the waves afr Gavior's service.New life cannot hide inside.
New life comes inside out Like the dear Savior who createdNew life is beautiful indeed. If you
really want to enjoy God’s blessings, skip the sgrnaipes of sin and savor thiRepent and live! Amen.
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