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Forgiveness is a Family Affair

T Deeply needed in the family of man(vv.15-18)
T Deeply rooted in the heart of God’s family (vw.19-21)

In the name of Jesus, our all-forgiving, ever-lagvBavior, dear children of the heavenly Father:

This Sunday after Labor Day that begins our Failloation program mixes up my emotions. On
the one hand I'm glad to see children of all ageskkdn Sunday School and Bible Class, eager talear
more of what Jesus has done for us all. On therdtand | feel great sadness for everyone who durne
down God’s invitation to join us in His house orethord’s Day. God has chosen to channel His
blessings to us through the Word and sacramerd tddhe Holy Spirit. These He has kindly entrddte
His Church on earth to bring great blessings toanceall.

But what keeps people away? What tugs so haodrabearts to make such a struggle of coming
for God’s blessing? Boil down all the reasons wightlist and the truth is that we just don't feké
need. Human beings have a false sense of seeustyin a city below sea level with a hurricanerineg
down on crumbling levees and corrupt officials. @'t stock enough water for the storms of lifeo
if the mortgage is paid and the gas tank is fulip\ieels the need for God when His sun is shining?

T Deeply needed in the family of man(vv.15-18)

That's how it had been for the family of Jacob Hebrew back home in Canaan. His sons had
families of their own growing up on rich pasturedafor their bulging flocks and herds. Mostly the
neighbors left them alone to graze the open ran§are there were the usual family squabbles, but
nothing really bugged them except one thing. B¥ofloseph had dreams about ruling over their family

As now, so then, when you're living in the midaiehistory, you don’t realize the importance of
events. No one but Reuben, the oldest brothemegdo stop and think, “What are we doing?” when
they grabbed Joseph, tore off his “Technicolor dreaat” from their father Jacob, and sold him gimidf
and crying to slave traders bound for Egypt. “Wede what happens to his dreams now!”

Terrible, terrible scenes occur inside our foutlsvat home. Awful things are said while driving
when we think no one else will hear. We come tarch all polished up and smiling, but would you wan
God to replay the video of this past summer? Qur barsh words we tend to forget and ignore. Beit w
fail to realize that although we may have erasedt#ipe from our minds, God has the original. His
memory chips record sins before “baby” status WB&A from Mom and Dad first mixed into the tiny
strands that would be me. Sinners then. Sinrmss Do we want our sins to be seen on the biges&e

Joseph’s brothers could only remember his satestavery. They could not know the shame he
felt when it seemed his life had finally turned @nd but then he was thrown into an Egyptian prison
false rape charges. Twenty years passed witheinngdis father, languishing in a dungeon from \whic
many never got out alive. But Joseph kept clingm@od’'s promises. Even though everyone else kept
forgetting him, the dear Holy Spirit miraculouslg® Joseph’s hopes alive with God’s Word. But it
would take an even greater miracle for Josephnallfi forgive the unforgivable especially when thei
father Jacob passed away. The brothers fully éggebey would “have hell to pay.” They deservied i

You may say, “Well, I'm not Jesus Christ. | camdive, but | can’t forget.” But then Jesus says
you’re not forgiven. The real problem is not wbéters have done to you, but that you do not atmit
horrendous debt you owe to God because of your ddecause we cannot see even a small fraction of
our own sins, the unvarnished truth is thiSsorgiveness is a Family Affair — Deeply needed irhée
family of man. Without digging too deep we find our sins hurtirgy our families and mostly our God.



After father Jacob died, the brothers knew thaeph, now Prime Minister of Egypt, could use his
power to destroy them and their families. With hewe to hide, felt the deep need to appeal to the
kindness that Joseph had been showing for so means yafter their first family reunion. Even more,
they appealed to the Name of their forgiving G&h their faces before Joseph they pleaded with svord
their father gave them?l ask you to forgive your brothers the sins andeghwrongs they committed in
treating you so badly.” Now please forgive the soisthe servants of the God of your father.Do you
hear this prayer that we need for God todd¥drgive the sins” — not mistakes, not bad choices, but
damnablé'sins” for which we deserve eternal punishment from Goteah. But“forgive” because we
are“servants,” beggars one and all with nothing to offer God tpaseour debt of sin. Yet we too are
“servants of the God,the one and only Savior-God. And Joseph, if yoo'tdfmrgive, you break the
heart of our father who asked th¥/hen their message came to him, Joseph wept.

T Deeply rooted in the heart of God’s family (vw.19-21)

The first step back to God and back to family tteahd happiness is to admit we're wrong. We
don’t have to dissect every word and action. Somes we just need to say, “I'm sorry for my part in
this,” even if we aren’t always totally sure whhat part was. After all, even the psalmist Davadl o
admit, “Who can understand his errors? Forgive my hidddaults.” (Psalm 19:12) And Joseph is a
beautiful example of how eager God is to do exatidy.

The only thing harder to understand thanlmdden faultsis God’s glorious grace and mercy that
wants to cover them with the blood of Jesus Clanst then wash them all away. Joseph’s first wards
what the angels said to the shepherds outside @&etiil on Christmas Eve. This is what tle®Rb was
doing for Adam and Eve when their sin and shamédetbdhem into trying to hide from God in the
Garden paradise of Eden‘Don’t be afraid,” Joseph said, as he echoed the Good News of God’'s
forgiveness in Christ that takes away our fearsraalles life worth living once again.

Then kindhearted Joseph had a question for th&mm?ay be Prime Minister of Egypt, bam |
in the place of God? How can | judge you when God has turned your siganst me into such a
blessing?” God’s mercy and forgiveness are veajisiic. He doesn’t make sin seem okay. Sin is
deadly and deserving of damnation. But God’'s méscgven greater. In factwhere sin abounded,
God’s grace did much more abound(Romans 5:20 KJV)*You intended to harm me,Joseph admitted to
his brothers. They all knew that was tru#ut God intended it for good to accomplish what w
being done, the saving of many lives.'God does not cause evil, but He allows it to leappke a
championship wrestler allowing his opponent to phsh toward the mat. Then at the last second God
pulls a reverse that flattens our old evil foe sldack and raises our hand in victory. God waddlet
Jacob’s family be destroyed even by the worst tregcof sibling rivalry. For God had promised tha
Savior of all of us sinners would come from sucsirdul family that none of us would ever have telfe
left out or unforgiven by God. He used Josephévesly and rise to power to bring the chosen people
God down to Egypt to escape a terrible famine aeddss of the promise of the Savior.

“So then, don't be afraid. | will provide for yoand your children.” And he reassured them
and spoke kindly to them.Can you feelthe peace of God that surpasses all understandidgThat
“guards our hearts and minds by faith in Christ Jas”? (Philippians 4:7)

Four years ago a woman’s husband died in the @id4dster. She tried to get him back by
spending the five million dollars from his brokeeafirm and insurance. She has no anchor to hald he
now for the deeply needed forgiveness that coutd ger peace. Pray for her and countless millides
her. For all who know our Savior Jesus Christ grjoe peace of sins forgiven and the hope of
everlasting life with God and all believers in heav Truly,Forgiveness is a Family Affair —so Deeply
rooted in the heart of God’s family, that we can only sing for joy on our beds, aspgamist says, even
in the darkest night. This is the undeserved lina turns our tragedies into blessings, all Gagied
work and saving purpose. Make sure God’s Nameya\wshines as your family name. Amen.
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