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Do You Recognize Jesus?

% Downcast hopes (vv.13-24)
Uplifted spirits (w.25-32)
T Ready feet (vv.33-35)

In the name of Christ-crucified and risen, deaglgaemed disciples of Jesus:

The Second Commandment was broken all over thédwbis week. You could see it in the
media. Instead of Jesus rightly honored as thedkdédhe church, there was something about a flinera
for someone who sets himself up in the church awstef Christ. The Latin word for “instead of” is
“anti.” The fact that a work-righteous world exddhe virtues of the anti-Christ after the man thiasl is
more evidence of how acceptable his earthy chundhreligion are to a world destroyed by sin. Bugt]j
wait. In short order the pundits will stop thenvesl from praising the devout people who put thesithf
not in the Pope, but rather in Jesus Christ. Andesiworldly minds can't tell the difference, theyllw
start bashing Catholics along with all Christiamg/ @lay now. That way they can feel good about
themselves for taking out their frustrations onrggae who trusts God’s grace alone without any meri
besides. Obviously, our world cannot see or knesud. Do youDo You Recognize Jesus?

% Downcast hopes (vv.13-24)

We broke the Second Commandment this week justveass shattered by these two disciples on
the road to Emmaus. RemembeYdu shall not misuse the name of the LoRrD your God. What does
this mean? “We should fear and love God that we do not usenhise to curse, swear, lie or deceive, or
use it superstitiously, but call upon God’s namevery trouble, pray, praise and give thanks.”

“But, Pastor, we did not curse and swear this wetk or did we? “Maybe the Pope and false
teachers lie and deceive by God’s name, puttinig tven laws above God’s Word, but we didn’t do that
did we?” Did we use it “superstitiously” this wedly acting as if our Baptism in God’'s name has
magical powers to protect us even if we neglectlirmpand meditating on God’'s Word? My fellow
sinners, these are sins of commission, things eonag in God’s sight. But we're also on the road t
Emmaus sinning by omission, failing to use God'siaaightly to “pray, praise and give thanks.”

They had walked and talked with Jesus Himselfythé#is preaching, learned His prayer. But
then they saw Him crucified, and it was as if thyears of higher education from the Master Hima#|f
went down the drain with “pray, praise and giventte” Jesus had warned them Good Friday was
coming. Then He suffered and died as promisedte&ad of waiting in anticipation until Easter Supda
they think the stories strange that were circutpamong Jesus’ followers. Was He really alive?ul@o
He do what He promised dthe third day” and rise from the dead. They failed to “prayjs®and give
thanks” because they did not really believe Je®imsvncast hopes had them dead inside.

And they would have stayed as dead as we are tyenaxcept that a stranger walked up with a
stranger question. You tell Him what you're talikiabout, but He doesn’t seem to have a cliWhat
things?” He asks. With that He just pried open the dooydor heart. Downcast hopes start pouring
out. You thought Jesus of Nazareth was a projhetall His powerful words and deeds did not stop
your religious leaders from crucifying the One ybought would‘redeem Israel.” Hope died for an
earthly ruler to end violence and injustice, fileey tummy and balance every checkbook. Your taxes
still too high, the mortgage too long, gas pridesg and new life seems as far away as the mdam.
You Recognize Jesus? Can you praise Him without ceasing? No way's the third day” but our
Downcast hopes only prove Easter still needs to penetrate our agasnst the Second Commandment.



Uplifted spirits (vv.25-32)

If we spent the rest of our lives talking with kamther, nothing would get any better. We'd be
like the Hollywood elite who never get done witleith‘shrink.” They may look ever so happy in fraoft
the cameras, but there is no hope of heaven teg@od. Wrinkles defy plastic surgery. Murders,
suicides, adulteries — all these things plaguerdisé of us out here in the real world because Weae
our own name and reputation, our own opinions,selfrtaught gurus to give our spirits a boost. Bat
always like a fifty-pound boy trying to throw hi§@ pound father out of the water onto a life rafie’re
drowning in sin ourselves, caught up in life’s wesrand fears. We naturally grab onto the mosulaop
powerful people, only to find them laid out in deaventually like the rest of us. Dire circumsesn
Jerusalem nearly 2000 years ago would leave ustss to the worms and the eternal fire to tormesnt

But Do You Recognize Jesus? He’s not going to give up and leave you to freargelf from sins
against all His commandments. He walks up as urewis your Bible on a shelf at home. You don't
recognize Him through your tears. You walk andt taith friends but miss the most important Frierid o
all. Thank God Jesus does not wait for us! He diled for our sins, comes to us with His forgivenes

This rebuke is meant to cut a hole in our heanneke room for new life:“He said to them,
“How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to belie all that the prophets have spoken! Did not the
Christ have to suffer these things and then entes Iglory?” Doubting fears put us with the most vile,
mindless sinners. Our minds are as dull and muadakea dead corpse until Jesus steps up and smolds
for being so down and dirty natural sinners. tigsexcuse that everyone is like that, especialtyfarous
who grew up in Christian homes. Should everyomeirad us have to dress in black like Katie Luther
because the good doctor kept acting as if Jesus stdirdead? Only the resurrection of Christ ozaly
give usUplifted spirits. And because we are so slowRecognize Jesus, He must begin again with
“Moses and the Prophetsto explain to uswhat was said in all the Scriptures concerning hsalf.”

Even before we caRecognize Jesus, His comfort makes us want Him to stay with uszeiing
comes so quickly to young and old. We just dordntvHim to go away. How quickly He answers
prayer: “They urged him strongly, ‘Stay with us, for it isearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he
went in to stay with them.”Are you so eager for Jesus not to go awBy?Y ou Recognize Jesusin His
Holy Supper? Do you talk about Him with fellow @tirans even when He seems to disappear? Have
you noticed the way He mak&sur hearts [keep] burning within us”if only we’ll take the time to walk
and talk with Him, listening to His Word insteadlefting Him move on to somewhere else?

T Ready feet (vv.33-35)
There’s a world of ultra-religious people out #a@&ho want you to come and meditate with them.
They may even talk about Jesus as a good man.uriity ou Recognize Jesus as God’s own Son and
your only Savior from sin, death and hell, youllvays be a victim lying and deceit by God’s naniBait
our merciful and gracious God wants His forgivertessirn our stumbling int®eady feet.

Just look what happened as soon as the Emmauplesscecognized Jesus. Even though He
disappeared from their physical sight, their fagjprang into action. Sins of omission left them in
shadows with dashed hopes. But faith finds a glsrirace back to the heart of enemy territory lo te
Jesus’ other disciples the Good News. There weneee evidence to help us in our new life of Easter

Do You Recognize Jesus? He wants to walk and talk with you this week irs MVord treasured
up in the Holy Bible. He wants to walk and talkaiigh you to our community in upcoming weeks as our
WELS Kingdom Workers come to New Life to help usvay our neighbors for Early Childhood
Ministries? Do you havReady feet to offer to the cause of Christ? Are tHéyted with the readiness
that comes from the Gospel of peac@&phesians 6:1%) We need to carry the Gospel to every home and
heart in our community. And we need to be fib& and voice of Jesus to members who are publicly
despising God’s name by not hearing His Word. &elg us bring them back for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
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