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Follow Jesus

T In the light of repentance (vw.12-17)
T As “fishers of men” (vv.18-23)

In the name of Jesus, the Light of our life, dediofv disciples of our Lord:

This is the time of year when a single set ofitgits can be a real life saver. | don’t know abou
you, but when the snow is blowing on some darkdnselvay, | don’t want to be the first car. | would
rather drop my speed a few miles an hour and fotleevieader. If he slows down, | slow down. Worse
case scenario — if he hits something, | slow dosally fast. Two tiny lights can put fried nervesioe.

When it comes to finding our way from earth toveaon the crowded lanes of life, how else can
you avoid all the pitfalls and broken guard railhis is not some boring four-lane across the @air
Each day takes us higher and higher up the stepp hat either ends in heaven, or a sudden difaje-of
eternal disaster in hell. It will take more thamytred tail lights to get us home safe and sou@dly one
Man has ever passed this way before. He is theard with either the knowledge or the care tolgws
enough to lead and fast enough to get us therma tTwo words:Follow Jesus— first...

T In the light of repentance (vw.12-17)

This was a dark time in the life of our Lord Jesusis cousin and faithful forerunner, the last
prophet of the Old Testament, had just been thriowprison. It would only be a short while befoheet
executioner of wicked King Herod would hand a blpgudatter to his dancing stepdaughter who took
advantage of his drunken oath by requesting thel loéalohn the Baptist. But just as the lights of a
distant town look brightest on the darkest nigbttlee light of Jesus our Savior shines brighten tbaer
as He travels through the darkness of this wosdisand unbelief.“He returned to Galilee”and there
fulfilled the seven centuries old prophecy of IsaidLand of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to
the sea, along the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentilehie- people living in darkness have seen a great
light; on those living in the land of the shadow dkath a light has dawned.”

That ought to bring great relief to all of us, fwe areGentiles...living in darknessaandin the
land of the shadow of deathWe’'ve sanitized it physically, so that few oferger see a dead body except
at a funeral. But what we cannot escape is thetisgi death and darknessthat trouble our lives and
bring depressing ruin to our souls. | see it inges living together unmarried and unable to fgaut
why everything seems so dark around them. | seedttive church members very aware of how much
they are working, but in the dark and assumingwbest about the service of their fellow members. |
sense this darkness whenever | find myself soyedmstracted from God’s Word and His will for mydi
The darknessof that dread decision in 1973, “Roe v. Wade” whiea highest court in our land gave
mothers permission to abort their own unborn babgeadarknessthat has settled on us more than we
realize. The sin is in our tacit acceptance of tlarbarism whenever we fail t8peak up for those who
cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of wto are destitute.[Proverbs 31:8 NIV)

Jesus’ coming to that backwater region of Galiteerhat turned the lights on for them, and still
does for us today. He shines the light of Godightion our sinful backsliding, and lazy acceptaoicevil
just as a powerful set of high beams would illuntena guardrail missing from the side of a mountain.
The simple commandYou shall not murder,” is not fulfilled to the satisfaction of holy anthaghty
God until we have also done whatever it takes @g'fand befriend [our neighbor] in every bodily dée
When we stand in judgment on unwed mothers stmgdio provide for themselves and their babies
abandoned by boyfriends, husbands and fathersyagge jourselves as lawbreakers. The same God who



says,“You shall not commit adultery,’says,“Love your neighbor as yourself.” Religious people have
no excuse for all the times we’ve turned away ftbwse in need or failed to notice the needy arausad
“Religion that God our Father accepts as pure anduitless is this: to look after orphans and widows
in their distress and to keep oneself from beindlpted by the world.”(James 1:27 NIV)

The broken guardrails of God’s law are just thstfihing Christ lights up. As wieollow Jesus,
we see a single word on a sign that says how torgjht behind Him safely on the road to heaven. |
English the sign saySRepent.” In fine print a reasonFor the kingdom of heaven is near.” This
planet and the human race is nearing the end & @80 year journey. In the last miles to avoid th
eternal fires of hell we nedd change our minds about the seriousness of sin. It must be dreacfided
to require the blood of God’s own Son to washliaalay. But‘repent” also meanso change our minds
about God. Why try choose your own way through Wihen God’s own Son shed His innocent blood to
cleanse every stain of self-indulgence, selfishiitotband self-willed rebellion against His holyws?
When John the Baptist's severed head could no foegeak the words, Jesus proclaimed the same
message loudly enough for us to hear toddgepent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.Follow
Jesus — In the light of repentancand find the greatest purpose life can ever h&alow Jesus...

T As “fishers of men” (vv.18-23)

These two sets of brothers — Peter and Andrewedamd John — had heard and seen Jesus before
when their teacher, John the Baptist, séidhok, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin diet
world!” (John 1:29) They had spent some time with Jesus alreadythleatfor some reason had gone back
to their family fishing business. “A man has tokaa living, you know? People are busy, don’t you
see? Families have all sorts of activities thiaé tap tons of time these days — if you'd only géghwhe
program! It's pretty hard to click off the new HDV/ to read my Bible or prepare for Bible class. d&m
takes up so much of my time! How can | spend timprayer and the study of God’s Word, much less
talking to my neighbors about Jesus? What makeshiok they want to hear about Him anyway?”

Piecing the Gospel accounts together, and if #txenbiny experts are right that this parallels Luke
5:1-11, these four Galilean fisherman were unbaléybusy right then. We don’t have all the detail
translation a nicely as we’d like, but this seem$¢ the time Luke reports Jesus borrowing Peber&t
to preach to the crowds on the shore, then teling “Put out into deep water, and let down the nets fo
a catch.” (Luke 5:4 NIV) You may remember Peter's objection about fishatignight and catching
nothing, but then agreeing to go out anyway. titdy awesome how they caught so many fish that it
nearly swamped the boat of partner brothers Jamgésl@hn, the sons of Zebedee, when they rushed to
help haul in the astonishing catch. Peter’s gulea,“Depart from me; for | am a sinful man, O Lord”
(Luke 5:8 KJV) was met by Jesus’ kind reassurariBmn’t be afraid; from now on you will catch men.”
(Luke 5:10 NIV) In both accounts the four fishermen brothersrefs, boats, and father Zebede&atiow
Jesus — As “fishers of men.” Apparently, they were convinced that nothing elss more important.

What trips you up in your Christian walk? Is ltetrod and reel, the boat and trailer not for
livelihood, but for pleasure? Is it the family thmeans more to you than Jesus? They won't be ther
you know, when you stand before the judgment sé&aul. And they cannot find their way up this
mountain to heaven any better than you can. K fhgou're the father of children or the husbawida
wife, it's your responsibility to make sure yéwllow Jesus— In the light of repentance so that they
can follow you according to God’s command. We héshk to catch, all rightAs “fishers of men”
caught by the Master Fisherman Himself. His hatds't hurt; they heal. Those who are caught by Him
finally get to live. He never throws any back. ¢tees not want to live another day without you.wHin
you say, “Thank-you!” to such a kind and loving ®&a¥ How do you thank the One who turned the
lights on for you? How do you thank the Lord whacrficed Himself for you? Break down the
barricades. Throw off whatever sin muddies up yin@s. Nothing is more important than these two
simple words like two welcome taillights in a stordust do it! Judtollow Jesus Amen.
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